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takes U.S. to World Court 
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GUE (AP ) — Iran went to fl* World Court Monday to demand 
ified damages for the dennictioG of three offshore oil platforms by 
ivy during the Irac-Iraq war. a couit official sshL Iran's 
sin the united States had “adopted a patently hostile and 
attitude ... that culminated an the a tt ack and destruction” of 
platforms, operated by tbe National Iranian Oil Company, in 
srs 1987 and April 1988. Iran said the attacks, which it said were 
tied by several U.S. naval warships, breached both international 
d a treaty of amity signed by Washington and Tehran in 1955, said 
Itial. Tbe application did not specify * damages sum, bat said Iran 
Clriet dw right to present to tbe court a precise evaluation of tbe 
y “nations" owed by the -United States, the spokesman said. He could 
H* ^"UCftiriy when die coon would hear the case, nor whether it had 
Pr©f ly p * vfetion in tbe efispute. The World Court is the judicial arm of the 
r tQf lj Ngdons. There was no immediate comment oat of Washington. 
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Iraq’s suppliers known to U.S. 

NEW YORK (R) — Washington had information about European firms 
supplying Iraq with military technology months before President Georgfc* 
Bnsb signed a secret order eccooragiflg doser lies with Baghdad, tbe New 
York Times said Monday. Tbe newspaper's report appeared just one day 
before the U.S. presidential election. During the campaign, opponents 
have criticised Mr. Bush's pre-Gtiif war policy towards Iraq. The. 
newspaper said a classified 1989 document contained “rich details” about 
technology winch could upset the balance of military power in tbe Middle 
East. It “illustrated bow much information about ■'(Iraq’s) military 

amhitkyis and tngthotfa availahte *« The */fmink? rprion ora embarking 

on itB policy of courting Iraq .” The document said tbe defence ioteOigeiice 
agency knew a British company with an U.S. subsidiary played a major 
role in Iraq ’s •weaporo-ixymg programme , yet did nothing 10 Stop it The 
June 1969 report was written more than one year before Iraq invaded 
Kuwait, said the newspaper, adding it was not dear whether the report 
was seen by top poGcy-maiers within the administration or the agencies 
that control exports. But one Defence De pa rtment official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, toki the Times the report was tbe sort of 
doc um ent that would be circulated among senior Pentagon officaak. 
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Price Jordan 100 Qs; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyab; UAE 1.50 dirbams 
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nut nter^ Prince meets 

rererence in ^received at tbe Royal 
”• S ev e ra | CQ !Sert Von, a envoy of the 
, “One ignitions secretary general, 
of t^e bussed with him scopes of 
" a, “- “She sairtiJn between Jordan and 
to be associa^JS U.N. agencies. Tbe 
Aoout Z.joq j-Joy is od an assignment 
before cffic-ai^atpied Arab tenitories, 
campus t0 7. will be evaluating the 
want ifl ry £1 _ ® Nations Development 
Ms. (UNDP) there. 
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Dutch seeii P rint,n 9 Iraqi 
Antiiiesr.j'fheW In Sweden 

licence wolm (ap) - A conn- 
ring in the Arctic town 
AMS i ERD.v,; rinted millions of dollars 
Dutch ?c currency and plan- 

end -rip\ irg wjnggle it through Jordan 
tbe NVvhtrlViT-* Ppbce said Monday. 
Caribbean. nj.^ vedish citizens were 
ponec. Arou n ^ in the case and 17,000 
on h -,'^avc been seized, **— 


t- 

n 

A 

y' 



a ! 
ts I 
ai ; 

-1 


-nail-company owners, 
-■-specter Harry Nyman 
as saying. “Perhaps 
going to sell die money 
broker in' Jordan and 
J:S5 *-e t it would go to Iraq.” 
:eny Mr. Nyman as saying. 
:r: - ^nonths ago, the Iraqi 
- ;r, "®aicy said the American 
itelligence Agency was 
4 undermine die Iraqi 
0^% flooding foreign mar- 
son found millions ofi dollars worth 
raqi dinars. 
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Rabin weathers 
coalition crisis 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin appeared to 
have survived his first coalition 
crisis Monday after two left-wing 
and religious factions in his coali- 
tion settled a fong-ammcring dis- 
pute. 

Tbe co mp ro mis e between the 
religious Shas Party and the left- 
wing Meretz bloc was wrapped up 
a few hours before the opposition 
parties presented four motions of 
no-confidence in the government 

Mr. Rabin was expected to 
survive the parliamentary vote 
later Monday. 

Shas had threatened to bolt the 
coalition unless Mr. Rabin fired 
Education Minister Shulamit ; 
Aloni of Meretz for voicing seen- ' 
lar views that angered religions 
Israelis. 

The departure of the six Shas 
legislators wonld not automatical- 
ly have toppled the gover nm ent, 
but would have weakened it suffi- 
ciently to make it difficult for Mr. 
Rabin to make “concessions'* in 
the Middle East peace negotia- 
tions. 


Still, the crisis underscored the 
vulnerability of Mr. Rabin’s 
coalition, which controls 62 seats 
in the 120-member parliament. 
Had Shas pulled out, Mr. Rabin 
would have to rely on the outside 
support of five Arab legislators. 

The compromise was struck 
after a night of consultations be- 
tween Shas and its religious 
sages. It ended with a cabinet 
meeting, scripted in advance, at 
which Mis. Aloni apologised and 
Mr. Rabin threatened to take 
steps against any minister criticis- 
ing another coalition faction. 
Mis. Rabin did not specify these 
steps or mention Ms. Aloni by 
name. 

‘Tf what I said hurt toe reli- 
gious and orthodox community, I 
am sony because I did not mean 
it,” Mrs. Aloni told tbe cabinet. 

In exchange, Shas agreed to 
absent its lawmakers from parlia- 
ment during votes on two no- 
confidence motions over Mrs. 
Aloni’s statements, Shas leader 
Aryeh Deri said. 

Mr. Deri appeared confident 
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that tbe Sbas-Meretz dispute was 
settled. “I am almost certain that 
with God's help there will not be 
additional crises,” Mr. Deri told 
Israel Radio. 

In an oblique swipe at Mrs. 
Aloni, Mr. Deri said the affair 
had taught the government “to 

deal with the main issues and not 
issues that capture 
but anger others.” 

Mrs. Akmi, a veteran crusader 
for secular freedoms, has long 
been a hate figure to ultra- 
religious Jews, and Shas came 
under fierce attack from other 
religious parties for sitting with 
her in a coalition. 

Tensions rose when Mrs. Alo- 
ni, 63, made sarcastic remarks 
about orthodox religions influ- 
ence in schools. In one particular- 
ly controversial statement, she 
appeared to advocate removing a 
reference to God from a prayer 
for the war dead. 

Mrs. Aloni maintained that her 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Clinton 

promises 

Israel 

no break in 
pe ace ta lks 

TEL AyiV (Agencies) — U.S. 
presidential candidate Bill Gtm- 
ton promised Middle East peace 
talks will proceed without inter- 
ruption if he is elected Tuesday, 
Israeli Deputy Foreign- Minister 
Yossi Beihn said. 

“Cfinton’s advisers told us dur- 
ing talks in the past that should 
Clinton win, he will appoint 
someone to stay in contact with 
the U.S. State Department to 
follow the negotiations,” he told 
Israel Radio Monday. 

“He will do all he can to 
prevent a break in the talks,” Mr. 
Beilin said. If elected, Mr. Clin- 
ton would not take office until 
January. 

U.S. President George Bnsb, 
who trails Mr. CKnton in opmkm- 
pofls (see page 8), launched the 
talks in Madrid a year ago to end 
Israel's four decades of war with 
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and the 
Patestiniaas. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
dodged a question about who 
Israel favoured in the election, 
saying Sunday: “Our only wish is 
that tile best man that can lead 
America will be elected — with- 
out saying who he is.” 

The United States is Israel's 
closest aOy, supplying more than 
$3 bfifiem m annual economic and 
oifitazy aid. 

Clashes flare ia Gaza 

Israeli troops dashed with 
Palestinians in the occupied Gaza 
Strip dining a genera! strike Mon- 
day. 

The strike was called to mark 
tbe 75th amriveisary of a declara- 
tion by British Foreign Secretary 
Arthur Balfour which voiced 
promised Jews a homeland in 
Palestine. 


Syria, Russia said to 
sign major arms deal 


BEIRUT (AP) — Syria and Rus- 
sia have struck a new arms deal 
that provides Damascus with a 
number of sophisticated Sukhoi 
and MiG fighter jets, tanks and 
anti-missile systems, tbe news- 
paper Al Hayat Said. 

The report published in Sun- 
day’s edition of the London- 
based Arabic-language daily, 
which is also published in Beirut, 
was attributed to unnamed West- 
ern and Israeli defence sources. 

It said the deal was concluded 
earlier tins year and was part of a 
52 billion weapons cooperation 
accord signed in 1991. Syria will 
start taking delivery of the milit- 
aryhardware next year. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the report or any 
reaction from Damascus, which 
rarely comments on military 
affaire. 

Also, military analysts express- 
ed surprise that cash-strapped 
Syria would be shopping for such 
weapons, especially that credit 
facilities in Moscow were scrap- 
ped after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

Al Hayat said that under the 
new agreement, Russia will supp- 
ly Syria with 36 warplanes — 24 
MiG-29 fighters and 12 Sukhoi-27 
interceptore — asweDas300T-72 
and T-74 tanks and an unspeci- 
fied number of SA-10 and SA-16 
missile batteries. 

That would make Syria die 
only country in the Middle East 
to purchase the SU- 27s and the 
SA-10 missiles, the Russian 
equivalent of tbe U.S.-buiit Pat- 
riot anti-missile system. 

Although no precise details 
have been efisdosed on the initial 
deal reached last.year, Al Hayat 
said ft is befieved to include 48 
warplanes MiG-29s and 24 
Snkboi-245, in addition to 300 
T-74 tanks and the medium range 
SA-11 and short-range SA-13 
surface-to-air missiles. 

Russia is known to be anxious 
Co seB military equipment at bur- 
gain prices to bring borne hard 
cur ren cy- But even before tbe 
collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Moscow was insistiqg on cash- 


only deals with Syria, whose 
debts to tbe Soviet Union are 
estimated at $20 to $25 billion. 

Syria had received a $2 billion 
handout from Saudi Arabia for its 
contribution to the U.S.-led 
coalition that assembled against 
after its invasion of Kuwait in 


This could have been used to 
finance some of the purchases. 

But Syria reportedly was also 
buying Scud-C missiles from 
north Korea and would be hard 
pushed to pay for all these 
weapons (See separate! story). 

North Korea's army chief of 
staff, Vice-Marehal Chi Koang, 
recently visited Damascus. His 
visit apparently linked to the re- 
ported purchase of Scud-C mis- 
siles. 

Syria, which has for years 
advocated military parity with 
Israel, remains committed to its 
weapons modernisation program- 
mes, despite its participation in 
the Middle East peace process 
begun last year. 

The International Institute of 
Strategic Studies in its latest 1992- 
93 report, says Syria's armed 
forces comprise 408,000 men. Its 
armour stands at 4,600 mainly 
Soviet T-54/5, T-62 and T-72 
tanks, and its air force consists of 
639 combat aircraft, including 60 
MiG-29 fighters. 

Afghan missiles hit 
Pakistani province 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — 
As many as 25 rockets rained 
down on a northern Pakistani 
town from Afghanistan Sunday, 
damaging a hospital and two 
houses, local police said. Police in 
Arando in the northern Cintrai 
area said no casualties were re- 
ported in the attack. Two volleys 
of rockets hit the town Sunday 
morning, police said. They gave 
no reason for the attack. Rockets 
also bit tbe Dokalam area inside 
Afghanistan, resulting in an un- 
known number of casualties, 
police said. 
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DESPERATION: A SomaB mother looks depressed as her chfld 
tries to drink from her dried breast at a feeding centre in Sonafia 
(see story on page 2) 


Lebanese premier vows 
cabinet will save economy 


.BEIRUT (R) — Billionaire 
Prime Minister Rafik Al Hariri 
dedicated his new government 
Monday to reversing Lebanon's 
economic decline ana rebuilding 
from 15 years of war. 

Speaking after tbe first meeting 
of his 30-man government, Mr. 
Hariri said it would implement a 
wide-ranging treaty linking Leba- 
non to Syria arid bolster the 
Lebanese army to spread state 
authority. 

Twenty-eight ministers 
attended the first session, which 
formed a six-member committee 
headed by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Michel Al Murr to draw up 
the government’s plan of action. 

Mr. Hariri said his cabinet, 
formed Saturday, would push for 
an Israeli troop withdrawal from 
South Lebanon. Previous govern- 
ments made the same vow but 
little progress was made. 

Diplomats say any withdrawal 
hinges on a Syrian agreement 
with Israel over the Golan 
Heights at Middle East peace 
talks. 

Mr. Hariri, a 48-year-old busi- 
ness and h ankin g tycoon with a 
fortune estimated at $3 billion, 
said the government. Lebanon's 
third after fits 1975-90 civil war. 
wonld wuift. >u.. 

— “Advancing the economy 
through monetary and adminis- 
trative reform;” 

— “Realising social and econo- 
mic security for citizens by stabi- 
lising the national currency,'’ and 

— “Pushing forward the wheel 
of rebuilding and development.” 

Officials said the government 
was expected to ask for a vote of 
confidence next week from the 
new 128-member parliament,’ 
formed after foe country's first 
general election in 20 years. 

Christian groups tint boycot- 
ted the polls were excluded from 
the government. 


Mr. Hariri, a Sunni Muslim 
entrepreneur with Saudi royal 
Kales in his first political post, 
demonstrated his priority was res- 
cuing the economy by appointing 
himself finance minister. 

The official photograph of the 
new cabinet with President Elias 
Hrawi was postponed Monday as 
Parliament Speaker Nabih Bern 
-failed to arrive at the house,' 
owned by Mr. Hariri, which 
■serves as the presidential palace. 

Political sources said Mr. Ber- 
ri, leader of the Shi'ite Muslim 
Amal movement, was annoyed 
the finance portfolio had not 
been given to a Shi'ite. But the 
sources doubted tbe dispute 
would turn into Mr. Hariri's first 
political crisis. 

Beirut newspapers said most 
ordinary Lebanese greeted the 
naming of Mr. Hariri's cabinet 
with feelings of relief. Diplomats 
are concerned popular expecta- 
tions are too high to be fulfilled 
quickly. 

The Lebanese pound has 
strengthened about 15 per cent 
since Mr. Hariri was named pre- 
mier last month. It gained again 
Monday to dose at 1,955 to the 
dollar. 

“The new government is one 
for all Lebanon,” said the pro- 
Syrian newspaper Al Sharq. 

“It is a workmanlike govern- 
ment for tbe new Lebanon that 
has nothing to do with all the 
feuds which pushed the country 
to economic, social and political 
collapse.” Al Sharq added. 

The independent Ai Nahar said 
Lebanese desperately needed a 
government to restore essential 
services such as water, electricity 
and telephones. War damage' is 
put at $15 billion. 

The Christian-owned Al Dfyar 
daily sounded a note of caution, 
saying Mr. Hariri's cabinet con- 
tained the seeds of success. 


U.N. colonel 
upsets Israel 

OSLO (Agendes) — Israel com- 
plained to Norway Monday after 
a Norwegian U.N. colonel in 
South Lebanon was quoted as 
comparing pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
guerrillas fighting Israel to 
Norwegians who resisted the 
Nazis in World War n. 

“We have handed a complaint 
to the Norwegian ministry of 
defence this morning,” said Leif 
Roessaak, spokesman at the 
Israeli embassy. 

Colonel KjeQ Naive Ludvig- 
sen, beading tbe Norwegian con- 
tingent in the United Nations 
Interim Forces in Lebanon (UNI- 
FIL), was quoted as telling the 
Norwegian left-wing weekly Ny 
Tid at the weekend “Hizbollah is 
a resistance organisation.” 

“We in Norway also had a 
resistance organisation during tbe 
occupation in the war," he 
added. “It must be up to tbe 
Lebanese authorities to decide 
whether they permit Hizbollah 's 
activities, not the Israelis.” 

“He's not allowed to give any 
political comments, analysis or 
opinions,” said Mr. Roessaak, 
adding that Isra el ap preciated the 
work of the UNIFIL forces over- 
all. 

Ny Tid said its interview with 
Col. Ludvigsen was just a few 
hours before a clash in South 
Lebanon between Israeli and 
Hizbollah (Party of God) forces 
last week, in which 13 people, 
including five Israeli soldiers, 
were killed. 


N. Korea denies report of Scud shipments to Iran, Syria 


BE03NG (AP) — North Korea 
Monday denied a U.S. magazine 
report that cited U.S. intellige n ce 
sources as saying a North Korean 
ship was transporting Scud mis- 
sites to Iran and Syria. 

“This is an absolute lie,” 
Ambassador Qm Chang Jun told 
news conference. 

The magazine U.S. News and 
World Report reported in its 
Nov. 9' edition that the infelfi- 
gence reports said the ship was 
carrying as many as 100 Scud, 
missies expected to delivery la- 
ter this month. 

In M&rch, U.S. officials said a 
North Korean freighter delteved 
to be carrying Scud-C nrisales fori 
Iran mid Syria had reached an- 
Iranian port despite the intention 
of U.S. warships to find and 
challenge the vessel. 

U-S. officials have expressed 
creasing c o n cent about sus- 
pected North Korean missile 


shipments to Iran and Syria. 

The North Korean ambassador 
called the news conference to 
repeat North Korea's threat to 
caned talks with the rival South 
Korean government if South 
Korea proceeds with joint nnlit- 
aiy exercises with the United 
States. 

North Korea has cut off dia- 
logue with die Sooth during past 
military exercises. The North 
already has said ft would suspend 
inter-Korea dialogue if Seoul goes 
ahead with plans to restart the 
“Team Spirit” joint nnfitary exer- 
cises with tbe United States next 
spring. 

Mr. Chu said North Korea is 
urging all Koreans ami organisa- 
tions m the North and South and 
overseas to “check and frustrate” 
{dans to resume the exercises. 

Mr. Chu said North Korea 
wonld be “ready to counter possi- 


ble military provocations,” but 
refused to say if that meant North 
Korea would declare a military 
alert and have troops prepared 
for combat. 

“We should be ready any time, 
all tbe time, to meet such kind of 
action threatened by the military 
exercises.” he said. 

The “Team Spirit” exercises, 
an annual event since 1976, were 
skipped this year to promote 
.inter-Korea dialogue. 

But; Seoul and Washington 
have decided to restart them next 
year to pressure North Korea to 
accept more thorough inspec- 
tions to resolve suspicions that it 
is developing nudear weapons. 
Pyongyang insists that its midear 
programme is for peaceful pur- 
poses only. 

Millions of South Korean sol- 
diers and reservists, joined by 
1,500 U.S. troops from Okinawa, 


Japan, were scheduled to join in 
exercises called “Foal Eagle” 
south of Seoul from Tuesday until 
next Monday. 

Mr. Chu did not mention those 
exercises.' 

A fourth ream of inspectors 
from tbe International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) arrived 
in North Korea Monday, tbe 
North's official news agency re- 
ported. 

The team was led by Wily 
Theis, section chief of the 
IAEA's safeguard department, 
said the Korean Central News 
Agency, monitored in Tokyo. 

North Korea began accepting 
IAEA inspections in May, but 
South Korea and its western allies 
demand that the north accept 
more thorough inter-Korean in- 
spections to resolve suspicions 
that it is developing nuclear 
weapons- 


Slander cases against 
Tafileh protesters and 
Qattan to be dropped 


By P.V.Vtakanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The permanent 
office of the Lower House of 
Parliament has decided to drop 
cases of slander of Parliament 
against some residents of Tafileh 
and Iyad Qattan, director of the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC), 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
said Monday. 

“After contacts' with all parties 
concerned as well as consulta- 
tions among members of the 
House, it was decided that the 
cases be dropped,” Dr. Arabiyat 
told tbe Jordan Times. 

‘The derision was taken on the 
basis of the permanent office’s 
satisfaction overstatements made 
by tbe parties concerned that they 
(.did not intend any slander of 
Parliament when they wrote mes- 
sages addressed to the House,” 
Dr. Arabiyat said in a telephone 
interview. 

Tbe messages that the speaker 
referred to were letters sent by 
some Tafileh residents to the 
House protesting die legislative 
authorities' handling of alleged 
corruption cases involving former 
ministers and tbe indictment by 
the House of a former minister in 
August. 

Tbe protest letters, which fol- 
lowed small-scale demonstrations 
in Tafileh and Amman im- 
mediately after the indictment of 
former Minister of Public Works 
Mamdouh Hawamdeh, a native 
of the southern town, were cited 
as slander of Parliament when tbe 
permanent office of the House 
filed a case against their senders. 

Tbe case against Mr. Qattan, 
member of several human rights 
organisations, was borne out of a 
message he seat to the House 
criticising its decision to prose- 
cute the Tafilis. Tbe case went on 
trial last month and Mr. Qattan 
pleaded not guilty, saying he was 
.only exercising his right as a 
citizen when be criticised tbe 
House action as “parliamentary 
dictatorship.” 

One of the main bones of con- 
tention in tbe controversy was 
that whether the cases were laun- 
ched after a decision was taken by 
ti»e full House or. whether it was a 
decision taken by the permanent 
office of tbe House headed by file 
speaker. 

Abdul Karim Dughmi, deputy 
speaker of the House, asserted at 


a press conference last month 
that the full House could not be 
consulted since Parliament had 
taken the winter a recess when 
the issue propped up. 

. The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, carried a brief report Monday 
of the decision to drop tbe case 
against tbe Tafilis. It did not refer 
U> the case against Mr. Qattan. 

But Dr. Arabiyat told the Jor- 
dan Tunes the House office bad 
also sent a notification to the 
prosecutor-general of the Case of 
Fust Instance that it was satisfied 
with “certain statements made by 
Mr. Qattan at (an OcL 21) press 
conference that he also did not 
mean slander of Parliament'’ 

Nayef Abu Tayyeh, another 
deputy speaker of tbe House, 
said the decision to drop tbe cases 
was taken at the regular weekly 
meeting Monday of the perma- 
nent office of the House. 

“We considered everything 
and derided to drop the cases,” 
he told the Jordan limes. “We 
want to open a new era in Parlia- 
ment’s relations with tbe people, 
in line with our beliefs and faith,” 
he said, in an apparent reference 
to criticism levelled by the people 
against the House in the past 
years over several issues. 

Contacted by the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Qattan said he was 
not formally informed of any 
decision to drop the case against 
him. No immediate comment 
was available from the 
prosecutor-general. 

Notwithstanding the withdraw- 
al of the court case, Mr. Qattan 
asked, “What is going to happen 
to die administrative complaint 
that the speaker has filed against 
me?” 

The RCC director, trim is a 
government official with the rank, 
of ministry under-secretary, is 
under investigation by the Minis- 
try of Culture whether he abused 
to Office by affixing his official 
tide when signing the message to 
the House and sending it through 
a facsmile machine at the govern- 
ment owned RCC. 

Hie investigation was ordered 
after Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, responding to the 
speaker's complaint, instructed 
toe minister of culture to take 
whatever action was warranted 
under the administrative regula- 
tions related to government em- 
ployees. 


Egyptians 
go to polls 


CAIRO (AP) — Political party 
banners fluttered over Cairo 
streets Monday as Egyptians pre- 
pared to local elections in which 
a Muslim ftmdamentallist alliance 
is contesting nine other parties. 

With 84 per cent of the seats, 
won unopposed. President Hosni 
Mubarak's ruling National 
Democratic Party (NDP) is cer- 
tain to maintain its grip on local 
governments nationwide. But 
fundamentalist leaders are ex- 
pecting major gains if tbe voting 
is fair and free and tbe counting 
honest. 

Candidates for the ruling party 
face opposition in less than 450 
councils out of 2,779. Running 
with the Socialist Labour Party, 
the Islamists are contesting three- 
foorths of them. 

Because religious parties are 
illegal, the fundameDtalist- 
Socialist Labour alliance was 
formed as a possible avenue into 
the political system for Islamists. 

The New Wafd, successor to 
tbe historic party that led Egypt 
through most of the first half of 
the 20th century, is the only other 
significant challenger, proposing 
about a third as many party slates 
as the National Democrats. 
Other smaller parties are compet- 
ing as well. 

A winner-take-all system tai- 
lored for the large and powerful 
NDP gives tbe slate with a plural- 
ity in a district all the district’s 
council seats but one. One seat in 
each district is filled by non-party 
voters. 

Only the National Democrats 
run local governments now. Loc- 
al councils do not determine tbe 
politics of the country, but signifi- 
cant opposition victories would " 
point to a trend that might influ- 
ence balloting in national, par- 
liamentary elections. 

Because of one-party domi- 
nance of elections and Egypt's 
political life, voter turnout usual- 
ly is low. There have been no 
official polls. Tbe nearest to it 
was in (he government-run Al 
Abram, which reported the views 
of a random selection of 50 peo- 
ple. No more than 10 said they 
would bother to vote. 

Still, bright Woe baitnere flut- 
tered in some of Cairo's poorer 
districts, proclaiming “Yes, Islam 
is the solution.” Al Shaab, the 
Socialist Labour Party's biweekly 
mouthpiece, featured headlines 
promising to end corruption and 
inflation should its candidates 
win. . 
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Opposition tilts at Saddam, 
hut lacks popular support 


Bj David Tucker 

Reuter 


ANKARA — Saddam Hus- 
sein's floes have muted in a. 
push to topple the Iraqi presi- 
dent but appear to lack popu- 
lar support needed to loosen 
his'bold on power. 

“There is no sign so far 
that Saddam's enemies will 
be able to loosen his grip on 
the country,” a regionally- 
based Western diplomat said. 

- The general assembly of 
the opposition Iraqi National 
Congress (INC), which has 
just ended five days of talks 
in rebel-held northern Iraq, 
elected a ruling troika and a 
25-member executive to fill 
the power vacuum if and 
when President Saddam 



Saddam Hussein 


rn a 


goes. 

But, with the exception of 
Iraqi Kurds, who bold power 
in northern Iraq, all the 400 
or so delegates at the confer- 
ence were exiles from 
Europe, North America and 
Middle East states, including 
Iraq's neighbours, Iran and 
Syria. 

“‘Change must come from 
within Iraq,” INC delegate 
Nada Samarrae told Reuters. 

“They (Iraqi exiles) ha- 
ven't suffered like the people 
in Iraq have suffered under 
Saddam Hussein,” said Mr. 
Samarrae, who lives in 
London. 

Baghdad has dismissed the 
opposition as ineffective. 
Parliamentary Speaker Saadi 
Mehdi Saleh said Monday 
that only the Kurds had claim 
to a popular base inside Iraq. 

‘‘They (the other opposi- 
tion groups) are a bunch of 
people with no assets in Iraq. 
The concept of national 
opposition does not appeal to 
them. National opposition 
must work from within the 
country,” he told Reuters in 
Baghdad. 

Diplomats said it was 
possible President Saddam, 
in his 13th year as president, 
would make a new overture 
to the Kurds, recognising Ira- 
qi Kurdistan as a federal state 


drive to divide the 
opposition. « 

The oppo si tion hopes that 
with its power structure in 
place and at least some of its 
key members staying in Iraqi 
Kurdistan after the INC 
meeting, Iraqi army officers 
will be encouraged to defect 
and cause a groundswell of 
internal opposition to Presi- 
dent Saddam. 

One of the three members 
of the INCs collective lead- 
ership and the head of its 
military planning is General 
Hassan Naqib, a former col- 
onel in the Iraqi army. 

“It's all about credibility,” 
said leadership council mem- 
ber Mohammad Bahr AI 
Uloom. 

“We want the Iraqi people 
to see us as a credible alterna- 
tive to Saddam, one that will 
lead Iraq to democracy and 
pluralism with equal rights 
for all,” said Mr. Uloom, one 
of the opposition leaders 
feted in Washington earlier 
this year. 

A key dement in the INCs 
campaign to win the support 
of Preadent Saddam's fol- 
lowers is the promise of an 
amnesty for those serving the 
Baghdad administration. 

The INC has sent envoys to 
Iraq's neighbours — Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Iran and 
Syria — urging them to open 
their borders to allow food, 
medicine and humanitarian 
aid provided by the opposi- 
tion to be channelled to cen- 
tral and southern Iraq. 


With the exception of the 
Kurds, the only other opposi- 
tion parties with any chum to 
popular support inside the 
country are Shiite Muslim 
groups, most of which are 
under the [..umbrella of the 
Tehran-based Supreme, 
Council of the Islamic Re- 
volution in Iraq (SCXR), re- 
gional political sources say. 

But, despite the Western 
allies’ axr-exdusion zone over 
the southern Shiite heart- 
land, opposition groups have 
been unable to wage an effec- 
tive campaign against the Ira- 
qi army which is able to 
operate there without in- 
' terference. 

Diplomats said the INCs 
call for the United Nations to 
declare the south a “safe 
haven,” similar to that in 
Iraqi Kurdistan, was unlikely 
to win endorsement 

“The U.N. has more press- 
ing problems such as Yugos- 
lavia and Somalia,’' a diplo- 
mat said. 

A Western military source 
in Iraqi Kurdistan said Bri- 
tain, France and the United 
States, policing the southern 
“no-fly” zone, would be un- 
likely to want to get more 
deeply involved in ‘'the Iraqi 
quagmire.” 

Hie INC wants a post- 
Saddam Iraq to become a 
federation “with democracy, 
freedom and respect for hu- 
man rights.” It says it will put 
the issue to a referendum 
when President Saddam 


goes. 

It is anxious to show re- 
gional states that such a move 
does not mean Iraq’s 
sovereignty is under threat. 

“We are trying to persuade 
our neighbours this (federa- 
tion) is a healthy choice, an 
Iraqi choice, a very good 
solution for Iraq,” said INC 
delegate Mohie AI Khateeb. 

Iraqi Kurds have already 
set up their own parliament, 
based in Erbil, but have de- 
layed “for die sake of opposi- 
tion unity” formally declaring 
Iraqi Kurdistan a federal 
state. 


I raq says 
Bush defeat 
festivities 
not planned 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq said 
Sunday it had no government 
plan to celebrate if President 
George Bush loses in Tuesday's 
presidential elections, adding that 
a report of such revelries was a 
“ploy" that could help Mr. Bush in 
the campaign. 

“It is probable that some of 
President Bush's aides hoped that 
this ploy could help their presi- 
dent's election campaign,” said a 
well-informed Iraqi source who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Earlier reports said that a Bush 
loss would trigger a celebration in 
Baghdad. The general Iraqi 
mood is upbeat about the possi- 
bility of Mr. Busb losing, but the 
government of President Saddam 
Hussein wants to distance itself 
from die issue. 

While there are still doubts 
about Democratic candidate Bill 
Ointon, most. think it would be 
easier to convince him that post- 
Gulf yar Iraq is differs r I 
U.N. economic sanctions should 
be lifted. 

Mr. Bush, who engineered the 
international military coalition 
that forced Iraq to end its occupa- 
tion of Kuwait, has proclaimed 
that the sanctions should remain 
until President Saddam is re- 
moved from power. 


Family of jailed Hamadis 


appeals for their release 


BEIRUT (AP) — The family of 
two Lebanese brothers serving 
prison sentences on terrorist 
charges in Germany appealed for 
their release in a statement pub- 
lished Monday- and said there was 
a plot to kill them. 

On Thursday, a German 
spokeswoman said convicted TWA 
hijacker Mohammad Ah Hamadi 
slashed himself in the abdomen 
with a razor after a disagreement 
with prison officials. 

Monika Hermanns, spokes- 
woman for the Saarland state 
justice ministry, said Mr. Hamadi 
was taken to a hospital for treat- 
ment and was returned to the 
prison the same day in good con- 
dition. 

There was no immediate Ger- 
man government response to the 
family's charges, published by 
Beirut newspapers. 

The family statement urged 
President Elias Hrawi, Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad and 
Iranian President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani to push for the release of 
Mohammad Ali and his brother, 
Abbas Hamadi. 

■ “We have plenty of serious and 
c?rrrete indications and evidence 
* !>ere is a real plot aiming at 
ocou-oying their lives and por- 
traying the matter as suicide,” the 
statement said. 

It claimed Mohammad Ali was 
beaten np last week by prison 
guards who inflicted a “deep 
wound” along his waist. 

The statement said prison au- 
thorities later refused to provide 


Mohammad Ali with proper 
medical care — only superficial 
treatment at the prison dime. 

In Germany, Ms. Hermanns 
had said Mr. Hamadi apparently 
was upset because prison officials 
earlier turned down his request to 
be taken to a specialist outside 
the prison for treatment of a 
health problem. She did not say 
what the complaint was. 

Prison officials agreed to let a 
specialist come to the prison and 
that was done, she said. 

Mohammad Ali was sentenced 
in May 1987 to life imprisonment 
for the 1985 hijacking of a TWA 
airliner and the killing of an 
American. 

Abbas was sentenced to 13 
years for the 1987 capture of two 
Germans who were freed in 
Beirut in 1989. 

Mohammad Ali was moved 
from a prison in Hesse state in 
July to his brother’s prison in 
Saarbruecken, where the two 
brothers are allowed to spend at 
least an hour a day together. 

That move came a few weeks 
after the release of German relief 
workers Heinrich Strnebig and 
Thomas Kemptner on June 17 
after more than three years in 
captivity. 

The capture of Mr. Stniebig 
and Mr. Kemptner was claimed 
by the Holy Warriors for Free- 
dom, a group believed to be 
controlled by a third Hamadi 
brother, Abdul Hadi Hamadi, the 
security chief for the Shiite Mus- 
lim Hizbollah. 



Donors devise plan to off 


food and jobs to Somalis 



WASHINGTON (AP) — Coun- 
tries trying to help Somalia are 
pinning their hopes on a market- 
driven programme de si g n e d to 
curb chronic looting of reKef sop- 


fUbters of one of the two nutfor warlords battling 
■far control of Mogadishu ride in a vehicle fitted 
■with a heavy machine-gun. Most of these gunmen 


are also Mamed for large-scale 
supplies. 


of reKef 


Islamists 


local polls 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s Isla- 
mic fundamentalist Welfare Party 
(RP) outshone its secular rivals in 
local elections in what newspap- 
ers Monday called a shock result. 

According to provisional re- 
sults, the RP took control of five 
of the 20 districts where polls 
were held Sunday. It won almost 
a quarter of the vote, compared 
to the 15 per cent it received in a 
similar round of local elections in 
June. 

“Welfare Party shock in Istan- 
bul,” was the headline in the 
mass-circulation Hurriyet news- 
paper. 

“The question of whether Tur- 
key is entering an ‘Algerian syn- 
drome* can come to the minds of 
many people.. .but at this stage 
there is not enough information 
to say a definite ‘yes* to this 
question,” Hurriyet commenta- 
tor Ertugrul Ozkok wrote. 

Algeria earlier this year cancel- 
led parliamentary elections which 
an Islamic fundamentalist Party, 
subseqnently banned by the gov- 
ernment, had appeared certain to 
win. 

Four of the RP’s victories were 
in Turkey’s most populous pro- 
vince of Istanbul. The party, led 
by veteran Islamic leader Nec- 
mettin Erbakan, took 24.5 per 
cent of more than half a million 
valid votes cast, Anatolia news 
agency said. 

The main opposition Mother- 
land Party (ANAP) won in four 
muniripaiities with 22.8 per cent 
of the vote. 

Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mirel's True Path Party, not tra- 
ditionally strong in Istanbul, took 
16.7 per cent and won in eight 
districts. Its coalition partner, the 
Social Democrat Populist Party 
(SHP), took 19.2 per cent and 
three districts. 

“Finally we’re the first party," 
Mr. Erbakan told reporters Sun- 
day night. "The Turkish people 
reject both Demirel and (SHP) 
leader Erdal) Inonu. Demirel 
should resign.” 

Motherland Party leader and 
former Prime Minister Mesut Yfl- 
maz also said the elections were a 
blow to the coalition. “(Its) votes 
fell to the levels of 30 per cent. It 
should seriously think 
about...earfy elections,” he told 
Anatolia. 

Turnout was low at 60 per cent 
of the 955,000 eligible voters in 
the municipal elections in Istan- 
bul, the western city of Izmir and 
smaller towns in other parts of 
Turkey. 

In general elections a year ago, 
the RP, in alliance with another 
religious party and the extreme 
right-wing National Work Party, 
won a combined 16.7 per cent of 
the popular vote. 


Martyrs’ monument blast 
underlines Algerian divide 


ALGIERS (R) — By the blood- 
stained guillotine in Algeria's 
army museum hangs a picture of 
a young man — the first to be 
executed in the war against the 
French, launched 38 years ago 
Sunday. 

Just 100 metres away lie man- 
gled cars and blood from a car- 
bomb explosion Saturday. 

Hours after the explosion, 
Head of State Ali Kafi made an 
anniversary speech appealing for 
a return to the values of the 
revolution, a time before most of 
the population was born. 

The bomb. Mr. Kali's nation- 
wide addnns and the indifference 
of many young people to the 
anniversary underline the divi- 
sions faced by the country. 

Diplomats expect more 
attacks, a hardening of attitudes 
on both sides, and continuing 
instability unless an economic 
miracle arrives to end the poverty 
blamed for driving young people 
to extremism. 

Instead, Prime Minister Belaid 
Abdul Sal am has promised au- 
sterity and demanded three to 
five years to get the economy 
right. 

No-one claimed responsibility 
for Saturday's bomb- which 
wounded four people, including a 
young girl. A police officer said it 
was probably more powerful than 
a blast in August which killed 
nine people and wounded 124 at 
Algiers airport. 

The authorities blamed mili- 
tants of the outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) for the 
airport attack. Four captured 
bombers have confessed to their 
involvement on state television. 

Sunday's newspapers recalled 
how celebrations for the 30th 
anniversary of the end of the war 
were cancelled last July after the 
assassination of previous head of 
state Mohammad Boudiaf. 

“I am pessimistic about -the 
future,” a Western diplomat said. 


“The older generation return to 
the revolution while the young 
don't remember it.” 

The war ended in 1962. More 
than 14 million of Algeria’s 
population of 26 million were not 
born then. 

The bomb struck at the symbo- 
lic centre of the revolution — the 
vast Martyrs’ Monument criti- 
cised by Muslim fundamentalists 
during its construction in the 
1980s as a waste of money. 

“If Nov. 1 had changed some- 
thing in tiie country we would not 
almost all be unemployed today,” 
a young woman told Alger Re- 
publican . 

“Nov. 1? That means nothing, 
for me. For my parents it means a 
lot I prefer Oct. 5 because I was 
there,” said one youth, referring 
. to poverty riots in 1988. 

The riots brought reforms and 
took the FIS to prominence. The 
party was poised to win the coun- 
try's first multi-party general 
election which was cancelled in 
January. 

Most diplomats believe some 
way must eventually be found for 
talks with moderates of the party, 
which was banned in March. 

Ail Algerian mediator nomin- 
ated by the FIS told a news 
conference in Bonn Thursday 
there had been signs that some 
politicians were ready to meet 
him bnt the government put paid 
to contacts, apparently because 
of the airport bomb. 

Mr. Kan gave no hint of an 
olive branch in his address, prom- 
ising “to restore citizens’ security, 
eradicate the rampant terrorism 
in our country and strengthen the 
state and the whole of its econo- 
mic, soda! and cultural institu- 
tions.” 

In a cartoon on Sunday. Le 
Matin illustrated "Algeria 38 
years after” — a bullet-riddled 
national flag with a timebomb 
ticking away at the base of the : 
flagpole. 


Australians and N . Zealanders 


remember light 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Australian 
and New Zealand diplomats, 
legislators and veterans com- 
memorated the 75th anniversary 
of last charge of any light horse 
brigade in military history at 
Beersheba, Israel Radio reported 
Sunday. 

Horsemen belonging to the 
Australia and New Zealand 
Army Corps (ANZACS) charged 
the Nageeb Desert outpost in 
1917, paving the way for the 
allied conquest of the Holy Land 
and Syria in World War I. 

The conquest led to the British 
mandate over Palestine, part of 
which became the state of Israel. 

The Australians and New 
Zealanders were joined by Brit- 
ish and Turkish diplomats as an 
honour guard of 2D ANZAC 
troops belonging to peacekeeping 


horse brigade 


forces in the region fired a salute, 
the radio said. The ceremony 
took place at the military cere- 
mony where the battle dead are 
buried. 


The radio said ANZAC veter- 
ans who had attended last week’s 
50th anniversary of the crucial 
World War H battle at AI Ala- 
mein in Egypt were also at the 
ceremony. 

The Israeli army was repre- 
sented by the southern comman- 
der, Major General Matan Vilnai 
and dozens of residents of Beer- 
sheba — now a medium-sized city 
— also attended. 


Jack Park, an Australian whose 
father fell in the battle, told Israel 
Radio: “This is a significant 
thing... seeing our fathers were 
involved in it.” 


At the heart of the plan are 
v Somali merchants who traffic 
mostly in food looted from 
emer ge n cy relief shipments. The 
objective of the programme is to 
get the merchants to obtain their 
food legally instead of from loo- 
ters, 

“We have actually sat in the 
marketplaces and watched the 
merchants tell the looters, ‘go out 
a!nd loot some more. We don’t 
have enough food to sell,”* says 
Andrew Nataos, special U.S. 
coordinator for Somali rebel 

A few weeks ago, be said, a 
U.N. ship loaded frith food dock- 
ed at a Somaliport but had to flee 
’ before unloading because it came 
under armed attack by thugs. 

Because of security problems, 
the United States and other 
donor countries have not been 
able to meet a U.N.-Red Cross 
target of 52,000 tonnes per mouth 
for Somalia. The result is that 
Somalis continue to die in great 
numbers. 

Mr. Natsios said adcfitional 
U.N. troops were needed beyond 
tire 500 now stationed there. 

“I have been telling the Soma- 
lis that unless they allow more 
troops in from the U.N., we can’t 
increase the volume,” be said. 
“That’s not a threat, it’s just a 
statement of fact The stuff gets 
looted. You can’t unload it.” 

The so-called monetisation 
pm g n u nme — selling donOT-SUp- 

plied commodities to merchants 
— was described by Mr. Natsios 
as “the best hope we have” for 
getting Somalia back on its feet. 

. An estimated 300,000 Somalis 
have died 'sirice the country de- 


scended into anarchy afenof 
years ago after dictator Mt 
! mad Stad Bane was forced* ; 
■ power. 

J -A relief effort mounted.' - ' 
international coipmunity sb, ’ 
a setback' last week wit v 
resignation of the U.N. r ] 
envoy to Somalia, Mbba ■' 
Sahhoun, who was seen 
effective med iator among - 
Ha’s w arlords and was cr 
with a tireless effort to 


peace. 

One basis for hope th.. 


monetisation programme . 
succeed is that footers rare! -• 
from merchants, targeting! ., 
food earmarked for free d| 
tion, Mr. Natsios said. ' 
A start on the inouet 
been im 
ilia and' w . 




imp lemented in the souths 
gsoffl shortly. 

The proceeds derived fit 
sale of food to nrerchaa 
said, are turned over to j 
voluntary organisations th 
oversee rehabilitation pr 
such as fixing roads and aL - 
and paying Somali doctor 
The progr amm e thus 
provide income for people 
food and would get the eo 
moving again, Mr. Natsao 
He added that it had the 
siastic s up port of virtaa. 
donor countries and the [_ 
voluntary groups as weiL , 
Mr. Natsios said that . 
programme was implea 
property, the merchants t 
counted on to oppose ] 
because they would haver; 
in preserving the new sp 
Hie said the turning, 
would come “if we can $ 
thugs to pot their guns dof 


start working on road repaf^T fli » 
only way they five now is wl <£15 »" ****** 
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guns 


U.S. sub goes to Gulf if 
Iran buys a Russian oiu 


>• c-* * ?• •! 




DUBAI (R) — A U.S. nuclear 
submarine win enter tire Gulf in 
tire next day or two at a time of 
increased tension following Iran's 
purchase of a submarine from 
Russia, Western naval sources in 
the Gulf said Monday. 

President George Bush Friday 
refused to comment on a U.S. 
television report that an Amer- 
ican submarine was on its way to 
the- waterway, conduit of almost 
half of the world’s oil trade. 

The vessel would enter the 
Guff shortly before a Kilo-class 
submarine, one of two which Iran 
reportedly purchased from Rus- 
sia for $600 million, approached 
tire Golf under the command of a 
Russian crew. 

Diplomats in the region said 
Mr. Bush, who faces a tough 
challenge in Tuesday’s U.S. pres- 
idential elections, apparently 
feared the news might alarm vo- 
ters wary of possible renewed 
conflict that could cost American 
lives. 

The naval sources said the U.S. 
submarine’s arrival in the Guff 
was planned some time ago to 
take part in previously scheduled 
exercises. 

But its arrival would be useful 
to impress upon Iran the serious- 
ness with which the West views its 
acquisition of a submarine, they 
added. 


tire military stakes in t&r . 

The U.S. maintains^ s 
tfal naval task force in th 
Britain and France ate 
warships permanently pit 
the waterway and its appjf ; 

The' sources said Iiw - 
marine had been sailing i-' 
surface since it left tbc.Ji ^ 
port of St Petersbwjf'r » 

weeks ago and was nates . 
to teach Iran for another r 
two. 

We don’t know that it b-- 
dive,” one naval officer 1 

The sources said the sill • 
was moving slowly becai- 
nian seamen on board wer 
trained by tire Russians u . . 
presumably hand the sub. 
over to the Iranians wht 
reach the Iranian port of 
Abbas. 

They said Bandar ... 

tA hu> fKa mlw * ’ '“*■ 




seemed to be the subs, 
destination at the mouth ' ' 
Gulf. 

Submarines have in tt 
avoided tire narrow and r 
waterway described by on 
naval commander last mor 
death trap for them. 




Iranian press hits BosT 


Revelations during thfc^,^ _ 


They said memories were still' 
fresh of the “tanker war” of the 
1980s when lightly-armed Ir anian 
Revolutionary Guards in fast pat- 
rol boats disrupted Gulf oU ex- 
ports despite Western protection 
of tankers at the height of the 
Iran- Iraq war. 

Iran’s submarine will be the 
first to be owned by any of the 
Gulf littoral states. 

The sources said that the sub- 
marine, crewed by Russians, was 
off Bab AI Mandeb, the southern 
entrance of the Red Sea dose to 
the Yemeni port of Aden. 

Iran is believed to have bought 
the two submarines from the 
cash-hungry Russian administra- 
tion of Preadent Boris Yeltsin 
despite strenuous U.S. efforts to 
prevent the sale that has raised 


presidential campaign pro 
was right to blame Washin . 
the power behind the In' 
war, a Tehran newspapt 

“Now, years later, in tin 
of a pesidential campaign.' * 
United States, facts are ■ c 
out on (President) Bush/' 
policies,” the Englisb-la / 
Tehran Times said in an ed; ' 

“An explosion ofreo’' 
formation, much of it get ? 
by pre-election democrat] - 
des, has unfolded the ex " 
America’s involvement 




effort by the West to . 

Saddam Hussein’s arse 


bombs, missfles, and nudr - - 
vices,” the paper added. 

“We have no choiqe but ' 
until a conflict of interest ' •> 
between political factions . ■*; 
suits in some revelations':- 
certain truths that we wen 
to unveil,” said the new ' 
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Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
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The Kingdom win remain under ^ 
effect of unstable weather conditions. 
Therefore, b win continue to be dun*, 
and partly doody, whh Mattered sbow^ 
cti expected in some areas. Winds wiB 
be southeasterly moderate to frtsh. fat 
Aqaba, winds wiB be northerly moder- 
ate and mas calm. 
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•tos^ooo Palestinians in 
g^S^aeli jails— Red Cross 

(. " A egn» N (Petra) — Head of the 
international rv^^tional Committee of the 
a setback la^Snss (ICRC) delegation ip 
resignation 0 f ^ Michel Ducraux said the 
envoy to 1 of Palestinian prisoners 

jSatiqoun, who^ h jails has reached 16,000 
effective mediat** 15, of whicfa 7,000 prison- 
's warlords * top* at *nflit a n r demotion 
with a tireless ,a ™ 5 *®°° 81 *** 
peace. authority centres. 

One basis for Ducraux told the Iordan 
monetisatson 0r fygpncyi Petra, that ICRC 
succeed is that P a y K £ ,1 * ar to 

fioiii nierchanK 0 ^ 75 - 

• food eazmari^’r^S die recent hunger strike 
don, Mr v a 7^kstinian prisoners, he said, 

A start had delegated two 

programme Lf 6 doctore from Geneva 

• northern Sonif* 

i imnbhu^. “uuij . 
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to the occupied Arab territories 
to help the existing ICRC teams 
there and assist die prisoners 
Palestinian prisoners last month 
wept on a 15-day hunger strike to 
draw attention to maltreatment 
and bad jail conditions. 

Mr. Ducraux said civilians liv- 
ing under Israeli occupation in 
the West Bank, including Jeru- 
salem, the Gaza Strip, the Golan 
Heights and south Lebanon 
should enjoy protection and re- 
spect in accordance with the four 
Geneva conventions. He said 32 
delegates from the ICRC are 
currently working in the Occu- 
pied Territories. 


1 “ <puties visit South Shuneh 

"S^^iiscuss democracy 


said, are rumpw 
voluntary < Petra > “ Speaker of 

■oversee rph^nZ 9 * wer House df Parliament 
such as Arahiyaf and several 

and pa vine L,® representing the Balqa 
The Drno^P 10 ^ “° rate ®«t 'Monday with 
pn^de J °f the South Shuneh Dis-' 

IbSd Sd woSd ^ ** Snmeh Voca6onal 

S'added^'. • s meetin £ reviewed the 
tt it's achievements since it 
rfrmrir -Sr ^ 01 acted “ 1989 at all levels 
u)unines aarioded an assessment of the 
m? 2 work in Parliament. 

w ' r ' aiSl0s ^ Axabtyat stressed the need 
EL*?™* wa * feerve public freedoms, de-. 
properly, *jie mej^j the issue as the main 
counted on so o^n of Jordanian citizens. He 


« UW 1 ^VIUOIUOII A IV* 

pecause tney would pfirst'priority of the Lower 
m P TescT V?£ the e; was to resolve problems 
™ *sw the tirdtizcns, expressing readi- 
wouid come -jf 9t{ resolve them in coopcra- 
thugs to cut their n»th the executive authority, 
start workine on road deputies who took part in 
only way :he'\ 1 h SMv ; : 

8““ " HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


the meeting were Industry and 
Trade Minister Abdullah Ertsour, 
Awni A! Bashir, Ibrahim 
Khreisat and Fawzi Tu’imeh. 

The deputies listened to the 
citizens' demands which included 
fixing fruit and vegetable prices 
by the government, reducing die 
prices of agricultural equipment 
and fertilisers, establishing bous- 
ing projects, providing some 
areas in the district with tele- 
phone services, electricity and 
water •supplies. 

Chairman of the South Shuneh 
Charity Society Ali A1 Ed wan 
spoke at the outset of the meeting 
about the democratic process m 
Jordan and stressed the need to 
give citizens the right to express 
their views and ideas in a free 
manner. 


» tO Gulf jJ* n ambassadors received in Iraq and Yemen 

3 ? dAN (Petra) — Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Said 

iVtlSSl&r* Off Monday received the credentials of Jordan's newly 
' ^inted ambassador to Iraq Nasoub A1 Majali. Mr. Sahhaf and 

Che tRilitin ::2ies gMajali discussed means of developing bilateral relations in all 
The U.5. “iinGjcs. In a similar development, Yemenf Health Minister 
■ rial naval -isr .tree ived in Sanaa Jordan’s ambassador to Yemen Ahmad A1 
. Britain =r.: Paace leh and discussed with him a number of health issues, 
warships perzeatfr ding the treatment of Yemenis in Jordanian hospitals, 
the water* *■. zc its jppni officials had earlier requested Health authorities in 
Tbi* sou."* aid fcmto provide them with qualified medical cadres to run two 
marine had bees ?z5 hospitals in Aden and Hijjeh. 
surfeje .since it sAt _ 

of st. peterf CPTOPttons Increase by 16-5 per cent 

r vichTretffor ^dAN (Petra)-^ The fooome Tax Department has oofleged, 

. ^ — 98,636.200 during the first ten mouths of As" year, 

y-v 4,,--. u_ os .^ £j >ared with JD 84,625,026 during the same period in 1991, 

dive ” ■ nival r=niing to Director General Mansour Haddadin. He pointed 

•r-_ „ Lr^.i'Aat this year’s collections, represented an increase of 16.5 per 

' ’ ' ^ 'T si - last year’s figure for die first ten months. He said that the 
w ~ i 7“ ' w crions made dining the first ten months of this year are. JD 
man aea. _ - > ‘ million more than the total collections of the full 1991. Mr. 

tnmeu^v « - - jadh, added that the department collected last month JD 

presuTr.^Dr. -yj© compared with JD 4,87 thus achieving an increase of 
over to The ivmsy ^ ^ 

reach tne Iranian p 

Abbes. . ncessBasma hospital carries out 19th 

The\ sU mAc t»nenlanl 

seemed » he * transplant 

r> a-, .ne ^ — Doctors in Princess Basma hospital Monday 

, . . j. al j irmed a cornea transplant on a Jordanian lady, bringing to 

■ • * t * ie °f cornea transplants performed during the 

avcr.oev "Aarst six months of this year. Asmaban Sayel Obeidat (40), 

waterwa> ‘T.^ed a new cornea from the family of die late Riyad Ali A1 
naval comma. •* Zarqa who passed away at the age at 22. 

death trap tor e- • 


Iranian press M d Mauritania sign cooperation agreement 

— Jordan Cooperative Organisation JCO and 
P* ieaCl? '' -.'^iMaurifenian Agricultural and Devefo(ment Organisation 
wasnpt signed ^ agreement of cooperation, under which 

tb* ■ ‘ n " ;&&nian and Mauritanian delegations wzD exchange visits and 

* rar ’ 2 :in , ' rtise in the fields of agriculture and food industries. The 
“Now. rament provides for Manritania to benefit from Jordan’s 
of a p^siuinci! .^rtise in the areas of agricultural development and technology. 
United Stales, research, irrigation and fertilbers. The agreement 

out or. < tbe need for intensifying meettugs between both coun- 

policies." !» e ^ at all levels and was signM for the JCC by its' Director 
Tehran Time 5 ^ jral Jamal Bdour and the Mauritanian Organisation's legal 
**An expi^^nltant Mohammad Weld El Sheikh. 

governor visits Jordan valley 

Amerira s^ -nvoh^AK (Petra) — Sarak governor Radtn Ibrahim visited 
Inbrt bv'ttie ^ day municipal and rural councils in die southern Jordan 
Saddam" Ljuj&iiUgr region where be was briefed by heads of the councils on 
^gies. ^projects carried out in fihar areas. The governor was also 
\iptf fxd on certain problems obstructing rite implementation of 
e r B o cbA projects. Mir. Ibrahim met with the director of the southern 
-i -o-iflic 1 yua VaUe y sub-district and cEscussed in frastr u ct u re projects 
unn * 001 ® ^ r ^* on ways of expanding them., 

between ps- 1 ^ ; : 

salts in * -< 


certain 
to unveii 
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^following listings an compiled from monthly bulletins and 
jdP * lady Arabic press:- Readexrs are advised to verify the listed • 
and place witb.tbc concerned institutions. 
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SddNfioa of o3 puhifoigs hy. Jordaman artist Omar Haadan 
thafawsB at Afia Art Gaflary, 

■dnese products fat at the Isfenatiesal Expo Centre, 
a ivm ity Read. 

feotograjrfiy Prtfhttimi ratilicd “Jordan” fry' Jordanian artist 
bond At Staadi id- the .University of Jordan. 

dribhioa of pafntiags fry Rida Sfcukafry at the French 
Bttmi Cadre. 

riuhitinn nrfMwi **MoRos from Jeru sal e m ” by Faksthdan 
iist Tayseer Sharaf at the Rncoh Art GaSery. 

IVA ELECTIONS 


be 1992 U^.Qedhas Opes Boose at the American Centre — 
jgists earfy'WedMsday at 4 ia It wOUadade live coverage 
r ARC, CNN and VOA of the find xesuHs of the U^. 

fUflniBL 



JORDAN, PAKISTAN SIGN ANTI- 
DRUG PROTOCOL: Jordan and Pakistan 
Monday concluded a protocol of cooperation In 
the area of narcotic ootorol with visiting Pakistani 
Minister Rana Shanrfar Singb. Under the protocol 
both sides wfll exchange experience and informa- 
tion on narcotics, and means of cootroBiiig drug 
trafficking. The protocol was signed for Jordan by 


Interior Minister Jawdel A1 Sboul. Earlier Mr. 
Singh mat with Crown Prince Hassan and Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. Mr. Singh 
arrived in Amman Friday on a four-day visit to 
Jordan frith the aim of familiarising himself with 
the advanced technology used in Jordan for 
combatting the drug trade. (Petra Photo) 


Sudanese minister 
departs 

AMMAN (Petra) — Sudanese 
Minister of State Saeed Othman 
Mahjonb ended Monday a week- 
long visit to Jordan during which 
he held talks with senior Jorda- 
nian officials on enhancing 
Jordanian -Sudanese relations in 
economic and commercial fields. 

While in Amman, the 
Sudanese minister attended the 
dfrening ceremony of the Second 
Sudanese Trade Fair in Amman 
which is the result of a protocol 
signed by the two countries last 
'year. 

The minister visited several in- 
dustrial installations in Jordan to 
see the development achieved in 
the industrial sector. 


Governorates prepare 
for King’s birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prepara- 
tions for His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's birthday on Nov. 14 are 
well on the way. 

In Balqa Governors re. gov- 
ernor Hid AJ Qatameh chaired a 
meeting to discuss arrangements 
for celebrations. The committee 
decided to hold the major 
celebration in Salt Community 
College in Nov. 11. The celebra- 
tion includes songs, debka, and 
folkloric performances. In tbe 
same day Salt Wadi Sbajara , and 
Salt Kufr Houda roads, which 
were constructed at cost of JD 8 
million will be officially opened 
for traffic. 


Other activities to be per- 
formed include exhibitions of in- 
dustrial products, educational 
activities and competitions. 

Ministry of Education schools 
will allocate the first two periods 
of the school days next week to 
talk about the occasion through 
the school broadcasting service. 

In Qasr district. Governor 
Mukheimer Falah Mukheimer 
chaired a meeting for the celebra- 
tion committee, which decided to 
hold the main celebration Nov. 
18 at Qasr Secondary Girls 
School. The celebration indudes 
speeches, scouting marches, folk- 
lore songs, poetry and readings- 


Poultry conference to be held in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — Under the 
patronage oT His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan the second 
Arab conference on developing 
poultry will be held in Amman on 
Nov. 8, according to Agriculture 
Minister Fayez Khasawneh. 

At a press conference, held at 
the ministry. Dr. Khasawneh said 
Sunday that the conference aims 
to examine the situation of the 
poultry and eg^ sector in the 


Arab World and the nature of 
productive and service projects in 
this sector. He added that the 
conference will also examine the 
Arab needs of poultry, eggs and 
production requirements until the 
year 2005. 

The conference, organised by 
the Arab Federation of Food 
Industries, in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Agriculture, also 
aims at promoting technologies 


Academics visit Korean universities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
of five professors from the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, beaded by the 
university president. Dr. Fawzi 
Gharaibeh, has left for Seoul to 
participate in a symposium titled 
“Parallel Study of the Political 
Economic Model of Jordan and 
Korea,” which will be held at 
Hankuk University from Nov. 
3-8, Korean Counsellor Kewn 
Kim said. 

Tbe symposium also aims at 
bolding discussions to possible 


future cooperation in the 
academic field. In this regard. 
Dr. Gharaibeh will visit several 
universities and institutions dar- 
ing the trip including Seoul 
National University^ Yonsei Uni- 
versity and Korea University. 

It is under consideration for the 
symposium to be held alternative- 
ly between Korea and Jordan 
every year, in order to further 
strengthening and promoting the 
coidial relations, which already 
exist between the two countries. 


Jordan, German study on forest trees 
presented at Beyrouth University 

AMMAN (J.T.) — ^ Professor Wlfgang Zieg of the German 
University of Beyrouth Sunday delivered a lecture on micro- 
nutrients in forest trees. The lecture, is the outcome of joint 
cooperation between the Ministry Agriculture and the German 
Tedmkal Cooperation. The lecture follows a field tour, which a 
term of German experts made to various parte of Jordan. 


Excavation work completed 
on Islamic site of Ayla 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 
archaeologj&l team has recently 
finished excavation works at the 
early Islamic rite of Ayla In 
•Aqaba, the Department of Anti- 
quities announced Monday. 

According to a report released 
by foe department, the excava- 
tion work which was carried out 
by a team headed by Professor 
Donald Whitcomb of die Uni- 
versity of Chicago included clear- 
ing one of the main streets of the 
city. 

The street was a main axial*, 
thoroughfare connecting the’ 
northwestern Egyptian gate of 
Ayla with its central pavUKon, 
according to tbe report. 

It said the excavations cleared 
an average of 1.5 metres depth of 
stones fend soil, revealing .tbe 
latest buildings fronting the 
street The general character of 
these structure suggests residen- 
tial units of the late Abbarid or 
Fatimid periods, it added. 

Several side streets were par- 
tially excavated to facilitate 
movement of visitors. After the 
excavation . works, it became 
posable for visitors and resear- 
chers alike to walk down the late 
Abbarid street and to visualise 
someti^ng of the character of this 
Islamic city, said the.report which 
was preparedby Prof. Whitcomb.' 

Tbe report said that the other 
aim of the season was the clear- 
ance of the dty wall fronting the 
beach. It said the effort was 
complicated by tbe numerous 
pahn trees growing into the wall 
and by a thick cover of sand 
along its entire southwest face. 

In the course of this work, a 
tower was excavated to the depth 


of almost five metres, as well as 
the southwest comer tower. 

The excavation work revealed 
that the southwest comer tower 
was early Islamic, not Roman as 
some have reconstructed. In 
addition to the external shape of 
the tower, its internal con- 
figuration was revealed. 

The report said that unexpected 
bonus for the season, the Abba- 
rid Souq, which was discovered 
during the last days of the excava- 
tions season. 


used for egg production and poul- 
try, and briefing participants on 
the global trends in this respect. 

Dr. Khasawneh said that the 
conference 2lso seeks to identify- 
common poultry- diseases, and 
means of preventing them as well 
as the production of veterinary 
drugs and their consumption. 

It is also aimed at identifying 
the po; y’s pricing policy and 
highlighting its role in enhancing 
self-production capacities. The 
four-day conference will discuss 
24 papers on the latest Arab and 
international developments in the 
area of poultry and egg produc- 
tion. 

Taking part in the conference 
will be representatives for Jor- 
dan, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt. 
Sudan, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, 
Oman. Yemen. Saudi Arabia,, 
the United States, Canada, 
France. Austria and Switzerland. 


Queen Noor honours volunteers 

of cancer fund-raising week 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Monday honoured 
the volunteers who worked hard 
to make the national week of 
solidarity with cancer patients a 
success. 

At a special celebration held at 
Che Plaza Hotel, Queen Noor 
expressed her since rest gratitude 
to all tbe volunteers who worked 
relentlerriy to ensure the success 
of the week which raised funds 
for A1 Am a! Cancer Centre. 

The Queen also reaffirmed His 
Majesty King Hussein's concern 
and interest in establishing, the, 
centre. 

Queen Noor lauded the great 
efforts made by the people of 
Jordan, saying that their efforts 
are an expression of nobility and 
generosity and are indicative of 
the great sense* of responsibility 
Jordanians enjoy. She said she 
takes particular pride in being a 
member of such a nation that has 
demonstrated a selfless and un- 
questionable ability to work col- 
lectively for the general welfare 
of the country. 

Also addressing tbe celebration 
was Dr. Abdullah A1 Khatib, 
President of the General Union 
of Voluntary Societies (GUVS), 
who is also the rappe inter of the 
National Team for A1 Amal Can- 
cer Centre. 

Dr. Khatib expressed gratitude 
and appreciation to His Majesty 
King Hussein for his continuous 
support for all such projects, and 
thanked Queen Noor for her 



Her Majesty Queen Noor preseate a ccartfficate of appnMiarifM to one. 
of the volunteers (Petra photo) 


initiative to honour tbe volun- 
teers, who participated in the 
fund-raising week. Dr. Khatib 
also thanked Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker who 
heads the team for his efforts and 
continuing support for the pro- 
ject. 

Dr. Khatib voiced pride in the 
contributions made by the Jorda- 
nian citizens, and noted in par- 
ticular the relentless efforts of the 
volunteers and their endless sup- 
port for the project. 

Speaking for the volunteers 
Hala Shuqum said tbe national 
week has proved that the volun- 
teer groups have surpassed ex- 


pectations, and she stressed that 
tbe unpaid voluntary work is a 
phenomenon which reflects the 
innvoative and dedicated nature 
of. the Jordanian citizens. 

At the end of the celebration; 
Queen Noor presented certifi- 
cates of appreciation to various 
institutions, and individual volun- 
teers, in appreciation of their 
contribution to the success of the 
national week. 

The celebration was also 
attended by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia A1 Faisal, Informa- 
tion Minister Mahmoud A1 Sharif 
and a number of senior govern- 
ment officials and media people. 


Muslim nations should be based on 
Sharia concludes Cairo conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Minister Izzeddin 
AJ Khatib A1 Tamimi Monday 
said the 12th session of the Isla- 
mic Researches Academy which 
concluded its meetings in Cairo 
Saturday had stressed the need to 
unify Muslim nations through 
common legislations in accord- 
ance with the Islamic Sharia (law) 
regulations. 

Mr. Tamimi who represented 
Jordan at the meetings said Mon- 
day at a press conference that 
participants in the meetings have 
called for achieving integration 
among Islamic countries in eco- 
nomic and other fields. 

The participants, he said, have 
also called on Islamic govern- 
ments to encourage intellectual 
dialogue among political and reli- 
gious groups so as to coordinate 
basic issues in Muslim nations 
and they urged all sides to avoid 
the use of violence. 

Mr. Tamimi said the meetings 
recommended that organisations 
of Arab and Islamic countries 
coordinate efforts among Muslim 
countries in political, economic, 
educational, cultural and in- 


formation fields. 

Participants in the meetings 
have also called for reversing the 
adverse effects of the Gulf War 
by stopping propaganda cam- 
paigns by all sides and preparing 
tbe atmosphere for normalising 
relations between Islamic coun- 
tries and peoples, the minister 
said. 

He added that they also stres- 
sed the need to support Islamic 
minorities in all parts of the world 
and to cooperate with them and 
their countries to enable them to 
gain their legitimate rights in 
accordance with national char- 
ters. 

Mr. Tamimi said the meetings 
decided to entrust the interna- 
tional Islamic Da'wa and Relief 
Council with forming reconcilia- 
tion committees to resolve dis- 
putes between Muslim peoples 
and countries and to coordinate 
in this respect with tbe concerned 
oountries'and regional and inter- 
national organisations. 

The council was also entrusted 
with supporting efforts exerted to 
regain the legitimate rights of tbe 
Palestinian people in their 


Palestinian state, with Jerusalem 
as its capita], he said. The partici- 
pants in the meeting recom- 
mended supporting the Palesti- 
nian uprising against Israeli 
occupation and liberating occu- 
pied Arab lands with all possible 
means, he added. 

The participants, he said, 
urged Arab states to establish 
development funds to invest their 
capitals in Muslim states in fields 
that would enhance the develop- 
ment process. Mr. Tamimi said 
he reviewed at the meetings Jor- 
dan’s role in supporting Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West Bank 
and preserving Islamic holy 
shrines. He said Jordan partici- 
pated in tbe meetings as a mem- 
ber of tbe constituent assembly of 
the international Islamic Da'wa 
and Relief Council and as a mem- 
ber of all the council's commit- 
tees. 

The Minister of Awqaf and the 
Islamic Conference for Jerusalem 
Affairs has presented several 
proposals at the meeting on ex- 
tending support to the Islamic 
Da’wa College in Jerusalem and 
Islamic Sharia Schools. 


Cferli 


uproot trees to bury their dead 


By Samir ShaSq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — There is still space 
for about 750 Christians to be 
buried at the Um Alhiran cemet- 
ery which; according to Samir 
Haddad, the man who supervises 
burials there, is likely to remain 
open until 1995. “The burial rate 
is between 230-250 a year and, 
the cemetery is unlikely close for 
another three years” Mr. Haddad 
told the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Haddad said space was 
being provided by uprooting trees 
inside the cemetery. 

“The trees inside the cemetery 
were originally planted to prevent 
soil erosion and, as such, are not 
needed now,” Mr. Haddad ex- 
plained, noting that the green 
area was large enough to permit 
hundreds more burials. 

Greek Catholic Bishop Saba 
Youwakeem said that Christians 
need not worry about a new 
burial site after 1995 because the 
Greater Amman Municipality 
(GAM) hac appropriated 200 
dunums of land in Sahab, near 
the Muslim cemeterv, as a burial 


area for all Christians. 

“The land appropriation, 
which occured four years ago, is 
in GAM'S name but is specifically 
for tbe Philanthropic Society as a 
burial site for Christians. 

The Philanthropic Society is a 
body which groups all Christian 
affiliations in Jordan to handle 
.burial procedures. Bishop 
Youwakeem heads the society 
which includes Bishop Salim AJ 
Sayegh, Reverend Victor Diab 
and Mssrs. Suleiman A1 Sukkar, 
Farhan Abu Jaber and Tawfiq 
Marar. 

Bishop Youwakeem said the 
society’s income came from bu- 
rial fees and some other charges 
for “land allocations” or “re- 
servations” in addition to dona- 
tions from alms givers. 

“We (members of the society) 
were at distraught when we had 
no alternative but to cut the trees 
at Um Alhiran cemetery to make 
space for additional burials “Mr. 
Marar said, in a total reversal to 
what Mr. Haddad said earlier. 

The engineer said the society 
had also to build additional “floor 
tombs'* to provide extra space as 


a last resort should tbe area for 
earth graves, for which there is 
high demand, become completely 
full. 

According to Mr. Marar, the 
society had been talking to the 
GAM officials for quite some 
time to push them to begin fenc- 
ing tbe Sabah cemetery because 
the society could not bear the 
JD 60,000 cost to build a a 2,400- 
metre fence around the cemetery. 

“We told them that it was their 
duty to fence tbe cemetery be- 
cause the land was in the name of 
GAM and the people had been 
paying the government for such 
work in tbe form of tbe ‘social 
service tax’ which tbe Depart- 
ment of Income Tax collects,’' 
the society's secretary pointed 
out. 

Bishop Youwakeem said that 
during a meeting with GAM offi- 
cials, the society, jokingly, 
-threatened to “launch a strike, 
and stop dying” if they don’t 
fence the cemetery. 

“A few months ago, I received 
a phone call and a senior GAM 
official asked me if we were still ’ 
insisting on the death strike be- 


cause it has been agreed that the 
government will do tbe fencing,” 
the Bishop said. 

Mr. Marar said a contracting 
tender would be announced for 
tbe fence project in the coming 
few weeks, but, still there was the 
problem of the road which is 
pending' at the Ministry of Public 
Works despite two years delay. 

“We can't use the cemetery if 
the road is not opened ... at least 
upto tbe main entrance,” be 
pointed out. 

The engineer said that upon 
completion of the fence and the 
road, the internal work of car 
■park, streets, gardens, restrooms 
and other facilities could be 
finished in six months. 

However, Bishop Youwakeem 
and Mr. Marar both' noted that 
there would be no church in the 
new cemetery. 

“The religious rites and the 
condolences mil take place at 
Um Alhiran cemetery. Then the 
very dose relatives of the de- 
ceased can proceed on the 15- 
kUometre drive for the burial 
procedures at Sahab,” the Bishop 
said. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE SO., LTD. 
ANNOUNCES THE 

OF TENDS R28P/9S 

JPMC announces the rebidding of tender No. 28F/92 

(For the drilling, construction of production, 
water wells and observation boreholes in 
Eshidya area). 

Tender documents are available at JPMC offices at 
the Amman Supply Department until 2:00 p.m. local 
time Wednesday 25.11.1992. Application tor docu- 
ments should be accompanied by a ncri-refundable 
fee of JD 150 for each set of tender documents. 
The closing date for submission tender is 2:G0 p.m. 
local time Wednesday December, 2. 1992. 

Thahet Tafrer 
.Managing Detractor 


VACANCY 

The regional office of a foreign company has a vacancy for a female 
for the position of: 

Administrative Assistant 

Applicants should be experienced in office and administrative work 
and proficient in PC and word processing operations. Good 
command of Arabic and English is essential. However, applications 
by non-bilingual foreign residents shall also be considered. 

Salary is commensurate with capabilities and experience. 
Interested applicants should write in English and include C.V. to: 

Personnel Officer 
P.O. Box 926371 

Amman, Jordan 

All information received will be handled with utmost confidentiality. 
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Attitudes and objectives 


THERE ARE no limits to the prospects of cooperation 
and development in the Middle East. But there can 
certainly be no such cooperation and development as 
long as peace is not in Che region and the 

rights of every people are achieved within recognised 
borders. Whether it has to do with the economy, the 
environment or water, cooperation among the Arabs, 
the Israelis, the Turks, the Iranians and all the people 
in the region will only become viable and possible when 
the basic tenets of peace are accomplished. 

Jordan, a virtually landlocked country with few 
natural resources, recognises this fact very clearly. 
Cooperation among the states of the region is not only 
beneficial for the tranquility of the Middle East bat 
also for the wen-being and prosperity of its peoples. 
However, any cooperation not well-anchored in 
mutual recognition of political entities, peoples’ legiti- 
mate rights and peaceful co-existence wffl not bold and 
will only serve as fertile ground for more strife and 
agony. 


The Israelis, for example, should not expect Jordan 
to venture into cooperation projects with the Jewish 
stale unless and until the cause of belligerency betwen 
the two states is removed. That cause has to do with 
two issues: The occupation of Arab territory and the 
denial of Palestinian national and political rights. 
Aqaba, the Dead Sea, the Jordan Valley, the River 
Jordan are all areas ^fhat would certainly require 
cooperation among Jordanians, Palestinians and 
Israelis. 


The state of war that for decades characterised the 
relations among the three peoples and the rest of the 
Arab World has worked against the interests of all the 
people in the region. The Arab delegations’ insistence 
on linkage erf any progress in the multilateral talks to 
real progress in the bilaterals is an indication of the 
Arab determination to settle the conflict once and for 
all. 


Anis Muasher, the head of the Jordanian del e ga tio n 
to the environment talks held in the Hague last week, 
has made it dear that direct cooperation in the 
environment field can only be commenced after the 
success of the bilateral talks. The agreement between 
Jordan and Israel over a common agenda, reached last 
week in Washington, is a step in the right direction. 

If similar agreements are reached when the talks 
resume in Washington next week, then the prospects 
for future cooperation will be fast approaching. 

A great deal of hope for progress depends on the 
attitnde-of Israel. The Arabs have so for demonstrated 
their genuine desire for peace. Will Israel reciprocate? 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Monday expressed hope that American 
voters will oust President George Bush from die White House 
when they go to the polls Nov. 3. Under the headline, “A rare 
moment of happiness/' the paper said no Arab will shed tears 
ever the defeat of President Bush in the elections because of die 
destruction and the defeat he inflicted on tbe Arab Nation. A few 
•Arabs want Mr. Bush reelected for fear that die Arab-Is^aeti 
I peace process will lose its momentum without hhn, the paper said. 
IBul others know that the gains the peace process could produce 
^cannot make up for the harm die American administration 
•brought upon the Arab World in its aggression against Iraq. All 
I tbe gains that could result from tbe peace process are of little 
; significance when viewed in tbe context of tbe Arab Nation's 
■aspiration for unity and political, social and intellectual liberation, 
.‘tbe paper said. It will not therefore, be a sad moment if President 
;Bush loses bis bid for a second term in the White House and it will 
;not be a happy one neither Bill Clinton is elected president. 
-Unless Arab leaders and capitals work for and protect tbe interest 
I of tbe nation, the paper said, die nation will not be able to 
: exercise its free will, regardless of who becomes president of the 
^United States. The paper said it hoped Bush would be evicted 
•from tbe White House and lose the helm just hlce Margaret 
'Thatcher and Mfkhael Gorbachev. A1 Ra'i said it wishes other 
leaders who contributed to the aggression against Iraq and tbe 
Mow they delivered to the ambitions of tbe nation will also 
-disappear from the political arenas. 
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* . REACTING to what it called exagerated Israeli delight over 
the agreement between Jordan and Israel on a draft agenda for 
their bilateral peace talks. A! Dnstour Arabic daily said it fails to 
understand tbe Israeli jnbflation over a draft document that only 
identifies the guidelines for the peace talks. Regardless of Israeli 
and American statements that claim progress on the different 
tracks of the peace talks and intentions to sign agreements, the 
.paper said, Jordan, remains committed to presenting a unified 
Arab stand in the process and continuing coordination and 
consultations with other Arab parties to toe negotiations. A1 
Dnstour said that Jordan will not sign a separate peace treaty with 
Israel before it withdraws from all the occupied Arab territories, 
including Jerusalem. 



The View from Fourth Circle 


Arabs, U.S. presidents and filters 


of helplessness k P * 0 


EVERY FOUR years, the spectacle of the American presidential 
election is mirrored by tbe equally peculiar spectacle of an Arab 
World fearful of how a posable change in the White House may 
impact on the Middle East. This time, there is deep concern 
among most people and political commentators that a Bill Clinton 
victory may lead to less U.S. interest in the Mideast peace talks 
and to a more pro- Israeli U.S. stance. 

Such conventional wisdom strikes me as deeply flawed and 
more a reflection of our own Arab weaknesses than of objective 
geo-political facts in the United States and this region. Due to 
reasons that require books father than paragraphs to outline, a 
strong part of our contemporary Arab political and emotional 
culture requires that we blame others for most of our problems 
and that we see foreign or regional conspiracies, plots and plans as 
the driving forces for most Middle Eastern and Arab political 
events: This is a sign of an Arab political psyche that has been 
bludgeoned into passivity and acquiescence by the fierce com- 
bined legacy of domestic Autocracy, regional aggression and 
foreign- imperial interference. 

At tbe end of the 20th Century, the average Arab today has 
been trained not to take charge of his or her own life condition or 
to assume responsibility for the future prospects of his or her 
children. Tbe modern Arab political mind finds it easier to submit 
to the control mechanisms of others and largely to be passive, 
submissive, acquiescent, dependent and reactive. Most people 
feel helpless to determine their future and meekly submit to the 
| power of others, whether in their own society, in the region or 
I abroad. This is the political psyche of serfdom, of people so 
ravaged, frightened and vulnerable that they will submit to- 
virtually any command, however humiliating, simply to survive, 
and therefore they can only see their future as toe outcome of 
decisions taken for them by others. There are some exceptions, of 
coarse, such as the folks of southern Lebanon, the children and 
young men and women of Palestine, most Jordanians and 
Yemenis during the Gulf crisis, many Algerians and Sudanese, 
and others in the Arab World who have started to stand up for 
their dignity, their humanity, their identity and their rights. We 
may not always like the manner in which they do this, but the fact 
that they stand up and demand life is a refreshing antidote to the 
prevalent modem Arab political culture of dependence and 
denial. 

On the whole, Arab political culture remains traumatised by 
tbe tradition of foreign powers determining our future and this 
trauma is being manifested yet again in relation to the outcome of 
die U.S. election. Most of the assumptions on which most people 
believe a Qinton victory would spell bad news for (he Arabs are 
old and mistaken assumptions. Tbe last three years have seen 
enormous changes in the political terms of reference of Arab 
Israeli peace-making and also in relations between the Arabs, the 
Israelis and the United States. The new situation will determine 
future U.S.-Mideast relations and F believe those relations will 
continue virtually unchanged after today's election, regardless of 
who wins, for the following reasons: 

1. The United States’ role in Arab- Israeli peace-making has 
changed significantly in tbe last six months. Tbe intense, direct 
and personal involvement of James Baker and bis diplomatic 


posse was required to launch the Madrid peace conference last 
summer and autumn, but today the centre of gravity of Mideast 
peace making has shifted dramatically to the regional parties 

themselves. , 

Small, incremental advances in most of the bilateral talks and 
some progress on multilateral issues have brought about a whole 
new framework of Middle Eastern political and diplomatic 
psychology: if you want to make progress and achieve* your 
national aims, you don't go running to foreign savi ours, but 
instead you make a deal with your enemy who sits across from you 
on toe negotiating table every day. 

‘It is true that the first full year of Arab-Isradi negotiations has 
not achieved many concrete results — but what has been achieved 
-is significant: tbe fact that Arabs and Israelis today routinely talk 
to one another on an equal basis, with the aim of resolving their 


conflicts and achieving justice, stability and peace in toe region. 
This new regional context will see a gradual shift in the role of 


This new regional context will see a gradual shift in the role of 
outside parties (such as the USA, Russia, the U.N. or Europe), 
from primary instigators, to facilitating catalysts, and finally to 
guarantors of future peace accords. 

2. The next American president win continue to promote the 
peace process because it is in the national interest of the United 
States to see a stable and peaceful Middle East, for several 
reasons: 

a. Tbe oil resources of the region r emain vital for toe USA and 
the other northern industrialised states, but (hose r esources 
remain volatile. Tbe 1991 burning of K&waiti oil fields is not a 
spectacle that the world would like to see repeated on a larger 
scale in the future — which would happen if the inequities mid 
distortions of the region remain festering and unaddressed. Tbe 
recent elections in Kuwait, in which the combined opposition won 
more than half the parliamentary seats, is a stunning statement 
about the mood of the region, including tbe oil states that — 
according to American mythology — were supposed to have been 
incorporated into the American empire as a result of tbe Golf 
war. The reality is very different. Tbe reality is that a majority of 
Kuwait's parliament is questioning the policies of toe govern- 
ment and demanding new national directions. Desert Storm is 
now more like a Desert mirage. 

b. The continued tensions resulting from a combination of 
economic disparities, political tension and assorted regional 
problems (with non-Arab states such as Israel, Iran, and Turkey) 
threaten to change the political status quo of the area in a manner 
that would be perceived as a threat by tbe U.S. and the northern 
industrialised states. Solving toe Arab-Israeli conflict and promot- 
ing regional cooperation are toe argent first steps required to 
defuse political tensions, reduce the grotesque militarisation of 
the area and start to redress its severe sotio-economic-environ- 
mental problems. 

c. Israel is no longer strategically as important to the U.S. as it 
was made out to be in recent decades. Its anti-Communist role is 
history and toe Gulf war showed that the U.S. and its allies 
would act directly, rather than through Israel,- to assure their 
access to Arab oil. Israel’s political dont in toe U.S. will continue 
to decline, but not vanish altogether. The U.S. remains morally 
committed to Israel's survival and strength, but the overriding 


U.S. national interest now lies in a peaceful Middle East in wfrk ' 
Israeli and Arab rights are guaranteed through a peace agre . 
mr"t , rather *han through U.S. money and militarism. The U. 
stands re gain modi mac from commercial sals to a peacef k 
Middle East, than through its current focostm providing aid ar r 
military equipment 

d. These factors will make it more difficult for Israel and Egy 
to continue receiving tbe bflKons of dollars of U.S. aid they ha- 
become accustomed to in' recent years, while pressing econour . 
restructuring in tbe USA will make it politically attractive . 
reduce foreign aid. The net resnltof these trends may be to low . 
toe political powers of pro-Israeli forces in toe U.S., win 
encouraging toe UJS. a dministra tion to stabilise toe Middle Ea- ' 
for good through a just peace accord and a new, long-ter 
regional development and cooperation effort. 

3. Tbe Israelis appreciate these longer term realities and see 
to accept the need to negotiate seriously with the Arabs. It • 
in teresting to note that on the Arab side, most people a 
s re ptfed of the peace talks, but most Arab government are ve ' 
keen to reach agreement with Israel. Why should this b. 
Because the people can wait it out, endure more hardships a;, 
hope for something better in the future. B ut A rab governmex 
are aware that a continuation of the current situation in the reg» 
will mean political upheaval in the future, .with the old politic : 
elites t hro wn out and new, probably more radical, forces tali 
over. Tbe Kuwait parliamentary results were one sign of this ire? 
V the quo will not hold for very long if the fundamear .- 
underlying ailm ents of this region are not solved. Tins push - 
both Israelis; and Arabs to make progress in the negotiations. Tl ... 
coincides with tbe U.S. national interest and it wiQ cause t 
U.S. and other outsiders to play any constructive role possiW 


4. The next U.S. president will find itpofitfoally and psychoto 
caDy attractive to take credit for a breakthrough in Ar&b-lsxa 
p eace talks — just as Bush is now taking credit for winning t 
Cold War. Politicians are a m ple beasts, requiring constant peas ." 
They will seek it wherever possible. Los Angeles cannot be set r 
a course of renewal in a year or two, but the Middle East probal 
can be. Tbe next U.S. president will see toe Middle East as! 
scene of a posable diplomatic triumph, and he will seize tj( , 
opportunity with the gusto of a hungry animal that smells fre- . 
meat. * 

In essence, all toe factors that saw the United States dew 
such time, money, effort and militarism to toe affairs of jL - 
region in the last several decades remain valid, and have probal 
been c ompou nded in some instances (e.g. regional ecoaoo. 
disparities, capital flight in toe Gulf, Arab/Islannc/Knn^ ^ 
Tnriash/lranian/Israeli desperation on a mass scale, or domes ' 
political changes in toe oil states). It is probably more urgent] _ 
toe U.S. today to try and help resolve toe problems of tbe Mkk 
East than it was a few years ago. If people around here cannot* ' 
that very dearly through tbe filters of their national deprear 
and helplessness, other people can, and they win act accordmg ' 
especially if they happen to be president of the United Stab : 
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Israel’s Judaisation of Jerusalem and 
the implications for a future peace settlemefi 


By Abdnl Jawad Saleh 


ISRAEL’S ATTEMPT to accom- 
plish sufficient demographic, 
structural and infrastructural 
changes to the West Bank so as to 
predetermine any negotiations 
over the final static of tbe area, 
• has taken on a particular intensity 
in the city of Jerusalem occupied 
since 1967. Historically, 
attempts, such as Israel’s, to un- 
ite teraliy change the status of 
Jerusalem, which was built by toe 
Palestinians millema before Juda- 
ism and which takes its 
Yerushaleim name from a 
Palestinian ancestors' king, into 
an exclusive city and capital, have 
proved futile and toe cause of 
wars. Tbe change? wrought on 
the city by both Labour and 
Likud governments since 1967, 
such as toe destruction of a com- 
plete Palestinian quarter and toe 
transfer of its population, are 
designed to ensure the foil 
Judaisation of Jerusalem, pre- 
empting toe inclusion of die dty 
in any future tend for peace deal. 


Tbe Judaisation of Jerusalem 


The Israeli government has 
illegally confiscated from Palesti- 
nian owners 40 per cent of the 
illegally annexed land of East 
Jerusalem, using it mainly for 
public housing for Jews and for 
Israeli institutions. As a result, 
about 135,000 of tbe city’s current 
Jewish population of 380,000, in 
contravention of international 
tew, live on tend occupied in 
1967, and Palestinians are now a 
minority in Jerusalem and virtual- 
ly outnumbered (two-toone) in 
municipal Jerusalem as a whole. 

The confiscation of around 70 
square k3ometres of land from 
surrounding West Bank villages 


and the building of a ring of 
settlements has led to an effective 
split of toe West Bank, per- 
manently depriving the Palesti- 
nian population of any chance of 
establishing the territorial 
contiguity necessary for their 
natural and legitimate develop- 
ment. 

Racial and discriminatory plan- 
ning exdudes Palestinians and 
their development in the city is 
greatly hindered by the withhold- 
ing of permits and licenses, by the 
Israeli authorities, for toe estab- 
lishment of bus uesses and tbe 
building of family homes. Thus, 
families, in order to accommo- 
date natural growth, are forced to 
build “illegally” and often this 
results in the demolition of the 
structure by the Israeli author- 
ities. Palestinian businesses and 
residences in East Jerusalem are 
also ander attack from the Amo- 
na Tax levied by the Jerusalem 
' Municipality which discriminates 
heavily against Palestinian resi- 
dents, is sometimes used as an 
instrument of collective punish- 
ment and which, as a tax on 
residents of occupied land, 
violates the Geneva Convention. 
Palestinians unable to pay these 


prohibitive levels of taxes are 
forced to abandon their 


forced to abandon their 
businesses and homes and move 
to areas outside the dty limits. 

The Palestinian Christian and 
Muslim communities are under 
pressure from Israeli expansion- 
ism in the old dty of Jerusalem as 
well. The KJugman report, part 
of an investigation by the new 
Israeli government into toe illegal 
activities of the Likud govern- 
ment, is now uncovering an illeg- 
al web of conspiracy to take over 
housing in tbe old dty of Jeru- 


salem, including St. John's Hos- 
pice and more than fifty other 
titles of Arab property, as part of 
what the Israeli daily paper 
Yediotb Ahronoto characterised 
as “a policy designed to acceler- 
ate the transfer of Arabs from the 
old dty and East Jerusalem and 
settle Jews in their place.” 

Justice Minister Dirid Liba’i 
told the cabinet that “the former 
government operated like an 
underground movement io Jeru- 
salem,” by passing properties 
arbitrarily into the possession of 
settler groups such as Ateret 
Cohanim and Atara Leyoshna. 

One illustration of the effect of 
Israel's policies on the traditional 
status of the dty is the dec lining 
presence of the Palestinian 
population which has reached the,, 
ebb of only 15 per cent of what 
was a flourishing community in- 
side the dty walls. 

In early 1992, George Carey, 
the Anglican Ardibishop of Can- 
terbury, commenting on the 
alarming rate of Christian migra- 
tion from the area said: “If this 
continues, Jerusalem and Beth- 
lehem could become Christian 
theme parks... catering) merely 
for Christian pilgrims and tour- 
ists, bereft of their Arab Christ- 
ian communities who have been 
in the tend since the lord walked 
it/' And the Patriarch of Moscow 
and All Russia, Alexei n, recent- 
ly expressed deep concern over 
toe fact that the number of Mus- 
lims and Christians living in Jeru- 
salem was diminishing steadily; 
be said that if the trend con- 
tinues, Muslim and Christian holy 
places would look 'Mike 
museums/’ In addition, the most 
sacred religious places of Islam in 
Jerusalem do not even appear on 


the Israeli master plan for tbe 
dty, winch is a farther grave 
illustration of Israel’s intent for 
the future of tbe non-Jewish 
population of the dty. 

Israel, by making Jerusalem its 
capital, has harmed the historical 
Arab commitment to refrain from 
politicising the dty, thereby pre- 
serving its sanctity. In addition, 
through the building of semi- 
military sky-scrapers winch sur- 
round and penetrate toe city and 
dominate the skyline, Israel has 
greatly harmed the aesthetic 
quality of tbe dty in what can 
only be described as an 
architectural crime. 

Jerusalem and the peace pro- 


The much touted settlement 
“freeze” imposed by toe Rabin 
government, which won him tbe 
$10 billion U.S. loan guarantee 
and toe accolade of the “man of 
peace” in tbe international com- 
munity, is in reality little more 
than tbe slowing down of the 
process of land confiscation, 
structural and infrastructural de- 
velopment and population trans- 
fer. And in Jerusalem die freeze 
does not even have the pretence 
of relevance because the new 
Israeli government does not con- 
sider ft to be part of the occupied 
territories. 

Rabin does not justify the con- 
tinued settlement of Jerusalem by 
using his disingenuous label of 
“security settlements” either; 
rather, he states quite plainly that 
settlements around Arab Pas t 
Jerusalem are “strategic,” “it 
(Jerusalem) does not come under 
the beading of security. It is the 
heart and soul of tbe Jewish 
people and tbe State of Israel. 


(It) must remain united forever 
under Israeli sovereignty as our 
capital.” * 

Israel’s continuation of settle- 
ment activity in Jerusalem is in 
dear violation of toe U.S. Letter 
of Assurance on the Terms of the 
Peace Conference given to the* 
Palestinian delegation which 
stated that “The U.S. is opposed 
to the Israeli annexation of East 
Jerusalem and the extension of 
Jerusalem's municipal bound- 
aries,” and which u encourage(d) 
aff sides to avoid unilateral acts 
that would exasperate local ten- 
sions or... pre-empt their -final 
outcome.” 

In the same Letter of Assur- 
ance, the U.S. also d aimed to 
understand “how much import- 
ance Palestinians attach to tbe 
question of 1967 Occupied Jeru- 
salem ” but its facilitation of the 
Judaisation of Jerusalem, by 
granting tbe loan guarantees with 
few real restrictions, in violation 
of international law and numer- 
ous U.N. resolutions which the 
U.S. government supported, 
dearly shows the low level of 
commitment the current U.S. 
administration really has to tbe 
attainment of a truly just peace. 

The Republican Reagan admi- 
nistration, under toe Helms 
Amendment, allowed for toe 
building of two premises, one in 
Tel Aviv and one in Jerusalem, 
on land expropriated from 
Palestinian religions Waqf, both 
of which are to be suitable embas- 
sy premises, tons according a 
fixture president the choice as to 
which is to be the official embas- 
sy. The Democrats’ postion was 
made dear by Bill Clinton in an 
election talk to a U.S. Jewish 
leadership group when he gave 


his endorsement of Jerusak 
Israel’s undivided capital. ‘ 
ever manages to win die 
presidential election, the f 
status of Jerusalem is like 
become even more prejudi 

The result of Israel’s oc 
ground policies and U.S; pol 
obfuscation and partiality W 
momentum is bmkfing up, t 
tively supporting the sqm:' 
of Jerusalem from any tax' 
peace deal. This is obvk ' 
anathema to toe Palestinians 
the under Arab and Muslin ' 
turns. 

Jerusalem is a spiritual q 
for toe Arab Muslim World s 
is a potent nationalist symbe .- 
the Palestinian and Arab stn -- 
against Israeli occupation,' 
thus any failure to addrtsK 

issue of Palestinian rights to. 

salem is totally at odds witl„, 
success of toe peace negotiat 
In fact, for the Palestinians 
tbe Arabs there will neve', 
peace without Jerusalem. 

The assertion by tbe co-t. 
sors of (he peace process tin/ 
issue of Jerusalem is so dx£ ' 
that addressing it early may i 
in the peace process-falling a 
m light of the current is 
“change” achieved by 
Israelis, serves only Israel's v. 
of a f ut ure peace settler 
Whilst it may indeed be a " 
cult issue,” without toe soott 
and just resolution of it, tber 
be no peace settlement Ati . 
criteria, “successful" and-^j- 
are not efivisibte. 


Tbe writer is director of tbit ' 
man-based Jerusalem Cents', .■s 
Development Studies. Hed ' ^ 
bated the article to the P'‘ .• 
Times. A - 


By Hamah Fflrnh 


Although itself trapped in econo- 
mic limbo for tbe past 18 months, 
the United States appears to have 
tbe best chance of increasing its 
economic growth rate in tbe quar- 
ters immediately ahead of us. 
With Japan recently entering re- 
cession and Europe rapidly mov- 
ing in that direction, the U.S. is 
the only engine powerful enough 
to tak e tbe world out of its 
current recessionary stagnation. 

The U.S. monetary policy has 
moved to a reasonable accom- 
modative stance. Currently, U.S. 
short-term interest rates equal 
toe inflation rate. This is easy 
money when compared to tbe 
near 5 per cent real short rates of 
Europe and a bit easier than the 2 
per eeaf real rate position found 


Is the U.S. economy the world’s best hope? 

irah in Japan these days. In addition/ ly to be a cathartic event for an momentum in 1993. Oureconom- «», ten 


in Japan these days. In addition/ 
the easing of U.S. interest rates 
has permitted nearly two years of 
strong corporate debt and equity 
issuance and, recently, homeow- 
ner refinancing. These two com- 
binations have helped to reduce - 
the U.S. debt burden substantial- 
ly.. In short, the U.S. economy 
was the first to turn down, it 
began its monetary policy pursuit 
of recovery first, and is likely to 
be the first to establish a pattern 
of self-sustaining advance. 

Are declining interest rates and 

debt relief enough? Thus far the 
answer has been no. U.S. rates 
have fallen, but a U.S. recovery 
has not followed. Future pros- 
pects are brighter. According to 
toe chief economist of Shearson 
Lehman Brothers, Dr. Robert 
Barbera, a Qinton victory is like- 1 


ly to be a cathartic event for an 
American electorate which 
blames George Bush for three 
years of economic hardship. Low- 
er interest rates and less debt are 
a necessary backdrop for sustain- 
able recovery. 

With tentative growth accom- 
panied by unacceptably high 
budget deficits, Mr. Qinton’s fis- 
cal flexibility is limited. Dr. Bar- 
bers forecasts that 1993 budget 
deficits wD] be some $25 billion 
larger, with investment lax credit 
and infrastructure spending com- 
bining to provide some budget 
stimulus- Cuts in toe deficit will 
be hi ghlighte d and should have 
the credibility to neutralise these 
budget shifts on tbe U.S. bond 
market. 


momentum in 1993. Our econom- 
ists estimate that in the fourth 
quarter of 1993 U.S. growth rate 
will be around 3.3 per cent. If so, 
the U.S. will have successfully 
escaped both toe clutches of 
another recession and stagnating 
in economic limbo. 


As a result, toe U.S. economy 
up n a.:. -■ - i 


te . fcir chanc. of buWg , SSI a.‘ 


Of course, this level of growth 

depends on a recovery in coroum- 

er confidence and a resulting 
“wrasse in cpnsumer spending. 

This scenario would put the eco- 
nomy onto a path of growth that 
is consistent with modest gnma in 
employment. According to statis- 
tics compiled by Sttearaoa’s Re- 
scarch Department, with a cur-. 

SSL 1 - 5 P® recovery rate, 
£000 private sector jobs have 
been lost on a monthly average 


some 150,000 jobs a month would 
be created. 

Where wffl U.S. interest rates 
be? If recovery can be sustained 
by its own momentum, short- 
term interest rates would not 
need to be lowered. Long-term 
rates look likely to rise given tire 
traditional pattern which follows 
better growth, an end to monet- 
ary policy ease and fiscal stimu- 
lus. 


Hiat said, U.S. bond yields 
remain extremely high versus 
eithe r current inflation or short- 
tern rates. The 30-year bond is 
yjcltoiig approximately 5 percent 
Jwve mffctoon and is at arecozd 
4 vJ*r over overnight rates. 
I ms, coupled with tbe fact that 
torapean mterest rates are likely 
fo fall in 1993, the risk into£ 


longest dated U.S. bonds 
quite limited. Acco r ding Jj •' 
Barbera, a modest uptt'f 
short-term rates will Hfcfy ' - 
tfae process Of flattening -at Os. 
curve with little rise inlon£V 
rates. iV 

Economic grow t h in the/* 
should proride a boost -f/' 
U.S. dollar, but tbe rise iur{* 
term rates does limit enthK- 
about a significant 
ance. ’Ife 
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ter die end of the bombing of Iraq 
in March 1991, even before water 
and electricity services were res- 
tored, schools reopened. 

Much of the burden of main- 
taining morale in a deteriorating 
national dimate falls on teachers 
who see their pupils faint from 
undernourishment and know stu- 
dents who lost brothers and 
fathers in one or other of the last 
two wars. (For example brothers 
of 2 pupils at Hi kina — with 350 
girls — were killed in the recent 
war, and more than 30 were 
killed, missing-in-action or taken 
prisoner during the Iraq- 1 ran 
war. The rate was higher at a girls 
school in Nassiryeh in south Iraq, 
and will be higher still in village 
schools since most of Iraq's sol- 
diers are recruited from the rural 
population). 

University professors too are 
faced with new difficulties as the. 
embargo takes its toll in higher 
education. 

A computer science professor 
left the university this year be- 
cause be is unable to teach with- 
out equipment and up-to-date 
texts and journals. Due to travel 
restrictions, professors are not 
participating in international sci- 
ence meetings as they once did. 

Ibis computer scientist, now 
preparing to emigrate, recom- 
mends mat Iraq's universities 
“dose for a period until the crisis 
caused by the economic blockade 
is overcome." He warns: “Iraq’s 
graduates and the country will 6e 
at a greater disadvantage if poor- 
ly trained.” 


Before and after 
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J .. ^I wiD myself ensure that 
i, and they wi.: uacint gets what she needs.” 
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I7-year- 
tbis school, 35 eager 
omen work at their Ea- 
son. They are keen to 
'• a viator, and English 
! remains one of the most 
subjects among Iraq’s 


Before the invasion of Kuwait 
and the subsequent war, profes- 
sionals and dvu servants efid well 
in Iraq; Almost every house in 
Baghdad had a car, electronic 
goods were common and city 
families could take a holiday 
abroad once every two years. A 
monthly salary of 300 Iraqi dinars 
was then valued at over $1,000 a 
month. There were many extra 
benefits as well, namely low-cost 
bousing and excellent free health 
services. All education was free. 

Says Showki, a 30-year-old dvil 
engineer not working at his trade, 
“Now education is no use. As an 


over war book 


i. 1 


. Englkh is essential for 
ontrauing in medicine or 
j> Iraq. From HSdna's 
ig class last year, 50 girls, 
colleges or institutes.- 

students, J especially- - engineer I. would earn -300 dinffor 
a month; now, as a taxi driver, I 
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can earn 4,000 dinars. And I 
absolutely need 4,000.” In Iraq 
today this is a more realistic 
monthly wage, but impossible for 
tile educated salaried class. 

People in the dries who earn 
4,000 dinars or above belong to 
an emerging merchant and ser- 
vice class. Mechanics and veget- 
able and grain-sellers are malting 
new fortunes. In contrast, en- 
gineers, writers, pharmacists, 
travql operators, technical con- 
sultants, scientists, and surgeons 
find themselves without work. 
Many of the projects and insti- 
tutes where they once worked 
dosed down or work is unavail- 
able because outside travel is. 
impossible. When professionals 
now say they are planning to 
travel outside, it is to emigrate. 
This further weakens the once 
substantial and creative educated 
middle class. 

“Iraq has been turned on its 
head,” noted one government 
employee with a master’s degree 
in economics bat is under- 
employed today. “No one values 
our education now.” 

Meanwhile schoolrooms re- 
main brimming with the love of 
learning that in Iraq goes back at 
feast 4,000 years. Much of mod- 
ern science is based on discover- 
ies made centuries ago in Iraq 
"where cuneiform day tablets, the 
were de- 
too has 
sden- 
medical 

schools are well regarded worl- 
dwide. 

Within Iraq, schools have 
opened after the summer break. 
Last year's competition for prized 
university seats was as keen as in 
the past. The highly-reputed Al 
Aqmda Girls School has 52 stu- 
“ *be- 
tbe 

school principal to admit their 
highl y-motivated children. A new 
genera tion of keen and bright 
university students is eager to 
begin thdr college life with the 
opening of colleges this month, 
o continue . they must see 


. . , e£ j l m m outer sectors, some to continue . tney must * 

jfctfige 5 * residents interviewed beyond the present blockade 

9°**® hn,1 *3 'tae&i that ^more investment is- One feels that as Iraq’s eco- 

f&rbcra. the co unt ry's ednea- nomy and morale contmoe to 

■ “short Term opinion is probably . .deteriorate, and the future is 

is also recognised mcreasingiy haeqr, these young 
curve 1 4 " nrwkfe, within weeks af- numfe may pay the highest price, 
rata. 




weathers coalition crisis 

_..14 rtTOVl^ 


should 

'VS. 

SJi* 1 


timed from page 1) 


his 


term 
about a 
Ait ce- 


were being twisted and 
: of context by religious 
Barring oyer their exdur 
, . J i Mf. Rabin’s coalition. 
^>os disputes haye. top*; 
LZuicsnt ^^ re Isradi goveranfents 

S SfiSfc ^ 8fa 8 fa iasw! ’ ^ 

SSL*, l&VftJpn&ag the. abb Mr. 

^’•7*'." foresaw when he put; 




d&t 
(inns 

'^ferErian' c " 


J ■ 


together his coalition after 
June 23 election victory. 

■ At the time, Mr. Rabm tried to 
strengthen his rule by courting 
four parties as coalition partners, 
so that no. single faction could 
bold him to raiffiom. Bat two of 
rife parties stayed out, and the 
remit was the narrow coalition of 
Mr. Rabin!s Labour Party along 
with Shas and Meretz, 
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AN UNSEEMLY rOV has 
broken out between Norman 
Schwarzkopf, the American com- 
mander in the Gulf war, and the 
normally discreet Saudis over 
■■Stormin’ Norman's” memoirs 
of the defeat of Iraq. Prince 
Khaled, the senior Saudi wartime 
commander, last week described 
the book as “self-serving” and 
riddled with inaccuracies. 

in an unprecedented attack. 
Prince Khaled said the book- un- 
fairly inflated Mr. Schwarzkopfs 
role at the expense of the Saudis. 
“There is no doubt he is a hero," 
Prince Khaled said. “But others 
of us helped fight the war.*’ 

The argument is a matter of 
regret for Prince Khaled,- who 
had developed a close bond with 
the American commander during 
the months they sat in the central 
command bunker beneath the 
Saudi defence ministry. “I'm sad- 
ly surprised,” said Prince Khaled. 
“We worked as one ream. I am 
trying not to change my mind 
about Norm.” 

But the indignation of the 
powerful nephew of King Fahd is 
clear. The Saudis never make 
public their disputes with foreign 
officials, especially Americans. 
Mr. Schwarzkopf, who was in 
London last week promoting his 
book, declined to take up the 
challenge. “I'n4 sorry he feels that 
way," he said. “But I don't want 
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By Marie Colvin 

Even American T-shirts be- 
came a matter of dispute. Mr. 
Schwarzkopf said the Saudis 
found them offensive because 
they pictured tanks in the desert 
and maps of Saudi Arabia. He 
said he was told maps were ban- 
ned because “the locations of our 
cities are classified." Prince 
Khaled said: “That is ridiculous; 



the cities are in eveiy atlas. The 
maps bad American flags on 
them. That could have caused 
problems among our people.” 
But the prince disputes most 
fervently Mr. Schwarzkopfs de- 
scription of the battle for Khafji, 
a Saudi border town briefly over- 
run by Iraqi troops and recap- 
tured by Saudi and Qatari sol- 


diers under Prince Khaled’s com- 
mand. He denied Mr. Schwarz- 
kopfs assert that he had to con- 
sult the American commander 
during the battle. “It was my fiist 
battle,” Prince Khaled said. “I 
was much more calm than I 
thought I would be. I never spoke 
to him once daring the fight” — 
The Sunday Times. 
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Schwarzkopf 

to comment because it will only 
make things worse.” 

Speaking from his farm outside 
Riyadh, Prince Khaled objected 
most to the book's tone. Mr. 
Schwarzkopf emerges as an au- 
thoritative commander, while 
Prince Khaled receives credit for 
making sure Bob Hope got a visa, 
“i was not just there for supplies 
and writing cheques. I was com- 
manding 200,000 troops, 80 ships 
and 250-300 planes,” Prince 
Khaled said. “ Anyone who buys 
this book will think Schwarzkopf 
alone was commanding.” 

Prince Khaled lists a series of 
errors in the book, entitled It 
Doesn't Take a Hero, which was 
serialised in The Sunday Times. 


Khaled 


The prince said he never stated 
publicly that the attack should be 
launched from Turkey, as Mr. 
Schwarzkopf writes, speculating 
that Saudi Arabia could not allow 
an artack on brother Arabs to be 
launched from its soil. Instead 
Prince Khaled insists, he made it 
clear that the attack should come 
from Saudi Arabia, later raising 
the idea of opening a second front 
from Turkey. 

Mr. Schwarzkopf also claims 
he had to prod the Saudi lead- 
ership into action, saying they 
“felt no sense of urgency.” Prince 
Khaied disagrees. “Why else did 
King Fahd immediately approve 
the American request to move 
U.S. troops to Saudi?” 



By Leonard R. Pamm 


DRIVING by the Dead Sea. one 
is struck by the rapid rate at 
which its shoreline is receding. 

The reason for this is that the 
fresh-water intake at the northern 
end of the sea has sharply dimi- 
nished, while evaporation from 
its surface continues unabated. 

The reduction in input is likely 
to continue, owing to the in- 
creasingly large consumption of 
fresh water from the Jordan Riv- 
er. This is required to sustain the 
burgeoning population, as well as 
the growing industrial, agricultu- 
ral and commercial uses of the 
presently available supply in 
Tsrael. The problem at first glance 
appears insoluble. 

Maybe the time is ripe for some 
bold thinking. What if, to stop 
the surface evaporation, the 
Dead Sea were covered over, 
except for the beach areas and 
the southern end where precious 
minerals are collected? What if, 
further, the cover consisted of 
pontoon-like structures which 
rose and fell with the water sur- 
face, and on these pontoons 
Israel were to construct rbe 
world’s largest solar energy con- 


version farm using the latest 
available technology for trans- 
forming sunlight inro electricity? 
Wouldn't the resultant electrical 
energy be cheap enough to eco- 
nomically power desalination 
plants on the Mediterranean 
coast only SO kilometres away? 


Moreover, with the Dead Sea 
full again, wouldn't it be possible 
to pump water at night up to 
man-made reservoir in the nearby 
hills to the west of the Dead Sea 
and then, during the day, when 
energy demands peak, let the 
water run back down into the 
Dead Sea, using the 300-metre 
drop to create large amounts of 
inexpensive hydroelectric power? 
A similar proposal made years 
ago by Consolidated Edison at 
Storm King Mountain along the 
Hudson River in New York was 
turned down for minor environ- 
mental reasons unrelated to its 
efficacy in developing large 
amounts of hydro power and 
irrelevant to the situation in 
Israel. 


found to increase the absorptive 
capacity of this geographically 
tiny nation way beyond the artifi- 
cial limits set by the British in the 
days of the infamous White Pap- 
er. Now, as hundreds of 
thousands of new immigrants 
from Russia, Ethiopia and else- 
where are pouring into the coun- 
try. perhaps it is time for Israel to 
consider new approaches, such -as 
those outlined here, to fully res- 
tore the Dead Sea, inexpensively 
generate large amounts of elec- 
trical energy and substantially in- 
crease the country's supply of 
fresh water. Why not also 
approach Jordan, which owns 
half the Dead Sea, to make it a 
joint project? 


As revitalisation of the ancient 
Jewish homeland has proceeded 
throughout the 20th century, in- 
novative means have always been 


Outstanding technologists with 
relevant skills to evaluate these 
suggestions are available in places 
like the Haifa Technion. Maybe, 
■just maybe, these ideas have 
merit in turning a vexing problem 
into a fresh challenge and using 
the ever abundant, environmen- 
tally good rays of the sun shining 
intensely on the lowest spot on 
Earth to turn a fresh challenge 
into a golden opportunity — The 
Jerusalem Post. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Igau'e No- 20 



Drawing of Nov. 2, 1982 


Winning Tickets 


Holder cf ticket No. ©^“3®^ 

Wins JD 30,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 

Wins JD 7,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 

Wins JD 3,500 


Holder of 


ticket No. 

Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of 


ticket No. 

Wins JD 1,500 


Holder of 


ticket No. 

Wins JD 1,200 


Holder of 


ticket No. 

Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 

Wins JD gOO 


Ten constMton prizes totalling JD IJOO each 

03138 03197 03287 04187 
03186 03177 03087 02187 


winsJDUl 

13187 

93187 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD Too aacn 

63367 63376 63466 64366 
63365 63356 63266 62366 


wins JD n 

73366 

S3366 


Ton consolation prizes totalling JD 400 each 

19386 19395 19485 10385 
19384 19375 19285 18385 


wins JD 40 

29385 

09385 


Ten consolation prizes 

66583 66592 
66581 66572 


totattng JD 2M each 

66682 67582 
66482 65582 


wins JD M 

76582 


Ten consolation prizes 

67622 67631 
67620 67611 


totaling JD 151 each 

67721 68621 
67521 66621 


MS JD IS 

77621 

57621 


Ten conaotatfon prizes 

45816 45825 
45814 45805 


totaNng JD lee each 

45915 46815 
45715 44815 


wins JD » 

55815 

35815 


Ten consolation prizes totaffing JD k each wins JD 8 


58483 58474 58384 57484 48484 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 78 each wtns JD 7 

39184 39193 39283 30183 49183 
39182 39173 39083 38183 29183 


Ticket numbers 

57168 76722 32351 65802 

Win JD 200 each 

Ticket numbers 

36498 41414 09420 

Win JD 100 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 

6398 oi si 7755 Win JD 50 each 

Win JD 20 each 

5213 S92S 3565 > A/ - ™. - A ’ . 

2545 1994 J® each 

377 003 989 523 Win JD 5 each 

3* Win JD 3 each 

ticket ending with Zuro Wifi JD 2 each 



COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


SS covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 475 763 441 988 020 Wm JD 10 


Winners of the grand prizes in the ordinary Issue number 19 of Oct 17, 1992 


&#£ 
Omar Al Jwad 
Zanja Rawed 
Hrfflra J0 15.000 


Oihrnon 

Amman. 

MaHJwsi JO 15.030- 


JOMftu Al boon 
litad. Swpeat Public Security 
Hal Second JO3J50Q 


SUarwh Anrfw Jamal Manaour 

Aimtu Labouv kfeoaba, Ulxuw 

Hal-Second JO 1500 . - HsH-Thdtf JD1750 



First 


Nest Draw takes place on November 17, 1992 

biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters 


CMd Mtf &ttnan 
Amman. Latauar Amman Sudani 
Htf-htt JD1750- hWMWiJQTSO 
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THE, PROFESSIONALS 

AfeWWS choose 

UNRELIABLE 

XU 


PACK MS; AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND , RESERVATIONS. 



AMIN.KAWAR& SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 



rn CROWN 

= -INT'L EST. 
m Packing, shipping, 
= forwarding, storage, 
jj clearing, door-to-door 
| sen/ice 

Air, Sea and Land 





mft 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

BfSTfttJSflftT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
avaiiabfe 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 

7:30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
towards 3rd circle 






EPS ' 




tJ-Kais Dryclean. 1 He. Service 
* Shoes repair * Engraving 
☆ Keys Service 

rtUphoistry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches al YOUR Service 
Mecca Street, behlnc: Ptesa 
Hut, phono S21S5S, Fen 
223TS3 




|,-.iProfeSsiDoaJ’ Quality in 
i f H6ur Service ■ 
v Develop your colour film at 
oar siw^'afld get:- 


: ';s£ 3© tester 

.* jFjp^e 

iC 


Shoaeisani - Opp. Griodia'ys 
; >Sjn=k.- Phone: ' 604042; - ■. 
S*efieh tet 85389I- V 


« RENT 

Super super deluxe 
penthouse.. Unfur- 
nished. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms. 

Location: Tla'a Al Ali 

Price JD 7,000 

For further -details, please caU: 


Tet.: 318605, 810609 
Fax: 81 0520 





MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled ChiBese Chefs 

' i ■ 

|<frcn JJJO-UP A MXf-JUO daffy] 

Tain a w ay b availabto 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

| TbL 661922. Amman | 

6 jkc lusted 

^ Always icvcd XW i^ j 





im-iSM&im- 



' The first febesi 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyy ah Girls School 

Te5kk 3' wsy sozvtea 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
Tel. 638968 






CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
; Estate, near Kilo 
■ Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. \ 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 



TAIWAN T0TIRISM9 


New maaageneat byl 
Mr. C ten. D. HL : 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 

12:00 - 15-JO 1830 - Midnight 


Near Third Circle, 
poalte Akflah Hospital 
Ml Amman, tel. 641083 


Thofirst Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
, -Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IMIHtTEL 

lfc-2«|l|l= 



n SHjEBSK 

The be st stea ls in tev.-n • i * ....... 

w - * > 


668193 

Fa* FQ?454 


The Business Centre of Amman 


Translation 

Typing 

Desk Top Publishing 


J® 
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Torino end Milan 
winning streak 


ROME (Agencies) — Roberto 
Mussi's expulsion forced Torino 
to play most of the second half 
with only 10 men, but it still 
managed to hang on for 0-0 draw 
and end AC Milan's win streak at 
six to start the Italian League 
season. 

The draw still extended AC 
Milan’s record unbeaten streak to 
42 games in the Italian Fust 
Division, a mark that began May 
26, 1991, and kept it atop the 
standings with a 6-1-0 record and 
13 points, two ahead of Torino 
and Internazionale. 

' However, Torino and Inter 
both have played one more game 
than AC Milan. 

In other games, Atalanta of 
Bergamo beat Napoli 3-2, Cag- 
liari defeated Fiorentma 2-1, Fog- 
gia edged Parma 1-0, Jnventus of 
Turin rooted Ancona 5-1, Samp- 
dp ria of Genoa Beat Genoa 4-1, 
Internazionale won at Pescara 
4-1, B reseda won 3-2 at AS Roma, 
arid Lazio and Udinese drew 0-0. 

In the match between the top 
two r*ims. Torino missed the 
best ring chance when Brazi- 
lian . riker Carlos Aguilera 
wasted an easy opportunity alone 
in front in the 10th minute. 

■_ Milan, the league’s leading 
scoring team with 22 goals which 
was held goalless for die first time 
this season, tried to take further 
advantage of Torino’s man dis- 
advantage by replacing defender 
Enzo Gambaro with striker 
Daniete Massaro, but still could 
not score. 


Saunders strikes again 

Villa move up to tMrd 

Dean Saunders was on target 
once again as Aston Villa beat 
Queen’s Park Rangers 2-0 and 
moved into third place in the 
F.n glish Premier- League. 

The Welsh international striker 
scored with a low right-footed 
shot two minutes before the inter- 
val at Villa Park. It was his eighth 
goal since a 2.3 million pounds 
(S3. 61 millioa) transfer from 
Liverpool in September. 

The goal was justice for Saun- 
ders who had a goal disallowed 
for offside in the opening minute 
and then had a shot rebound off 
the inside of the post after 15 
minutes. 

Dalian Atkinson made it 2-0 in 
the 79th minute. 

The win took Villa’s unbeaten 
run to 11 matches and lifted the 
Birmingham dnb to 24 points, 
three behind leaders Blackburn 
and Norwich after 14 matches. 

Surprising Deportivo stayed 
atop the Spanish first division 
with a 2-1 win over Sporting 
Gi jon, but it was Valencia and its 
under-pressure coach Gnus Hid- 
dink that grabbed the headlines 
in a 5-0 stomping of lowly 
Burgos. 

Deportivo, in only its second 
season in the first division, has 15 
points to stay two points ahead of 
Real Madrid and two-time de- 
fending league champion Barce- 
lona — both winners this 
weekend. 






SAILING: Two mayor match races on the Omega Grand -Prix 
took place this year in St. Tropez, France ami Lymington, 
England. Peter Isler of the United States and Lawrie Smith of 
Great Britain won die important match racing titles. Isler, 

■ currently ranked number 3 on the Omega World Match Racing 
ra nk i n g list, met many of the top-ranked sailors in SL Tropez sed 
emerged victorious by beating dark horse Harold Cudmore from 

■ Ireland. In Lymington, Olympic team-member Lawrie Smith 
needed three races to take out fellow Briton Ian Sonthworth before 
he could hoist the Wightlink Royal Lymington Cup. In the SL 
Tropez finals, the first race was nip-and-tack all die way until 
superior tactics by the American forced Cudmore into a penalty, ■ 
having bier dear sailing to the finish fine. In the second race, Ider 
polled off an almost perfect start and subsequently bnflt on thh 
lead to win the championship, $25,000 and an Omega Sp eedm—ter 
Professional watch. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


vulnerable, you 


■H— I 

IHRh 




Abu 

Jordan 

By AJeen Bamaayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — No It was not Ham 
AJ AH who won the final round 
of the 1992 Jordan Tennis 

fTnwnpt nn d i ip . All time rival 
TwaH Abu Hamda was deter- 
mined to change the way thi ngs . 
we re going for the past decade 
when he overcame Ais 6-4, 3-6, 
6-4 Monday. 

Over 150 cheering fans wit- 
nessed the most interesting 
match both players have played 
so far. AH and Aba Hamda 
have so fin* played each othff 8 
times in the filial with AH win- 
ning seven of them. 

Abu Hamda showed a dear 
command of the match as he 
led 4-0 and was leading 40-0 
before AH managed to put up a 
big effort to catch up at 4-4. 

Abo Hamda won the next game 

and All double faulted on set 
pant thus conceding the first 
set 6-4 to Aim Hamda. 

Abu Hamda held serve at the 
beginning of the second set. 
However Ali played some 
powerful tennis breaking Aim 
Hamda’s serve twice to lead 
3-1. Abu Hamria won the nest 


Hamda upsets Ali to win 
Tennis Championship final 


game, bnt AH came back to wm 

the following two games after a 
scries of controversial line caHs. 
Afi managed to win the set 6-3. 

In the third and final set Abu 
If lpiiMiq fflgati* broke Ah’s serve 
in the third game to lead 2-1, as 
All disputed some line calls and ‘ 
broke Aba Hamda’s serve. 

Abu Hamda again broke ms 
opponent’s serve after he was 
30 -@ down. Aba Hamda then 
beM serve to secure a 4-2 lead. 

The umpire and the three 
linesmen seemed hesitant on 
several occasions prompting Ali 
to dispute some oDs as he won 
the following two games at 4-4. 

Ah could not hold serve as 
Abu P gnwig led 5-4. He - led 
40-15 and 40-30 before winning 
the set 6-4 to score his first ever 
and very precious win over 
Jordan’s No. 1- 

“1 can’t believe iL I really 
can’t express my feelings at the 
moment,” a jubilant Abn 
Hamda told the Jordan Times. 

“I’ve been working hard for 
the past two years to achieve 
this. I got great support from 
nay family and friends. My 
trophy is for all of them,” be 
added. 

Ali, who has been Jordan’s 
top-ranked player for the past 


Imad Abu Hamda receives the championship trophy from Jo rdan 
Tennis Federation President Dr. Daood Hanania after winning the 
tinfli mairh a gains t Hani A1 AH Monday (Pboto by Yoosef AJ ’Allan) 


decade and still leads the stand- 
ings as be won the first and 
second rounds earlier this year, 
seemed upset, yet. happy, he 
played as interesting match. 

“ It’s not interesting fo keep on 
winning or not having real 
competition. I'm glad Imad 
won, he deserved the win,” he 
said. “A loss is always an in- 
centive to work harder,” he 
told the Jordan Times. 

Ali however expressed his 


Hksatfcfa rtinw at the level of 
refereeing. » Obviously a final 
match would need more (fees- 
men. I hope this wifi be done in 
the future.” 

One enthusiastic future ten- 
nis player, a young boy, was 
the only ball boy for -the first 
time in the championship. Re- 
ferees were only present at the. 
semifinals and the fed match- 
es. 


Nation stops in its tracks for horse race 


MELBOURNE (AP) — For a 
few minutes on the first Tuesday * 
each November, Australia comes 
to a virtual standstill. 

Sbop assistants ignore custom- 
ers, taverns fill to capacity and 
office workers desert their com- 
puter terminals to watch televi- 


sion. 

For many gambling-mad Au- 
stralians, the Melbourne Cup 
horse race is the highlight of the 
year. 

They will wager more than 
$100 million on the 132nd run- 
ning of the 3,200 metres handicap 


race at Flemington. That adds up 
to about $6 for every man, 
woman and child in the country. 

Restaurants will hold Mel- 
bourne Cup parties Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Gary Smart, sports editor of 


the Courier-Mail newspaper, be- 
lieves Australia’s fascination with 
the race is unique. 

New Zealand, too, is obsessed 
by the race, and for good reason. 
Twenty-six of the last 41 Mel- 
bourne Cup winners were bred 
there. 


Willie Mtolo wins New York Marathon 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
greatest satisfaction belonged to 
winner Willie Mtoio. The 
women’s course record went to 
T.isa Ondieki. The loudest cheers 
were reserved for the courageous 
effort of cancer-stricken race 
director Fred 'Lebow. 

For all three, their perform- 
ances in Sunday’s New York City 
Marathon represented remark- 
able achievements. . j 

Hie victory by the South Afri- 
can Mtolo, who was denied an 
opportunity to compete interna- 
tionally until this year because of 
his country’s racial policies, pro- 
vided his nation with a dramatic 
boost in its bid to return to 
recognition in the world scene. 

It also was the chance to show 
his ability to a world audience. 
He came to New York last year 
with the intention of running, but 
was denied the chance because 
South Africans were banned in- 
ternationally. 

“In South Africa, they will be 
very happy," said Mtolo, 28, who 
never has become involved in the 
inflammatory political situation 
in his country. “This will mean a 
lot for South Africa. 

Mtolo, who lived up to the No. 


Peanuts 


1 he wore on his racing singlet, 
was timed in 2 hours, 9 minutes, 
29 seconds, matching the 
seventh-fastest time in the race’s 
history. 

For Ondieki, the victory was 
vindication for her Olympic fai- 
lure. She was the favourite at the 
Barcelona Games, but dropped 
out after 16 miles. 

“I thought my marathon would 
be at Barcelona, but Tm glad it 
was at New York," said Ondieki, 
32, of Australia, who was timed 
in 2:24:40. “I wasn’t comfortable 
at Barcelona. Here. I wasn’t 
afraid of losing.” 

And for Lebow, 60, it was the 
dream of a lifetime. After direct- 
ing and orchestrating the race 
since its inception in 1970 and 
completing the event only in its 
first year, he shuffled or walked 
through the entire 26 miles, 385 
yards, less than three years after 
undergoing surgery for brain can- 
cer. 

As he ran, accompanied by 
nine-time women's winner Grete 
Waitz, 39, of Norway and an. 
entourage of worshipers and fans, 
be was cheered loudly along the 
entire route through the city's 
five boroughs. 


Although Lebow did not live 
up to his promise of finishin g in 
less than five hours, his emotional 
performance was greeted by 
tremendous cheers and strains of 
“New York, New York,” over 
the loudspeakers after finishing in 
5:32:34. 

‘Tve never run so slow, but 
I’ve never enjoyed one so much," 
said a tearful and ailing Lebow, 
who ran the race to help raise 
money for cancer research. “It 
made my life dearable. New York 
is so fabulous.” 

For winning New York, the 
soft-spoken Mtolo, who grew up 
as a member of a Zulu tribe in the 
poor, tiny village of KiJimon in 
the foothills of the Brakensburg 
Mountains, automatically re- 
ceived $20,000, plus a new Mer- 
cedes Benz car. 

In addition, for his sub-2: 10 
clocking, he collected another 
$30,000 in bonus money. 

Never bad Mtoio, the son of a 
cattle farmer, won anything like 
the amount he earned Sunday. 
His biggest purse previously was 
about $2,500 for his victory in the 
Netherlands. 

Other times be received as 
little as $35 for winning races in 


South Africa. 

Ondieki, a two-time runner-up 
and last year’s third-place finisher 
at New York, won the women’s 
division for the first time after 
three near-misses. 

The previous course record of 
2:25:29 was set by Allison Roe of 
New Zealand in 1981. Ondieki ’s 
overall placing of 40th was the 
highest by a woman since 1975 
when Kim Merritt won in 
2:46:14, placing her 34th in a 
starting field of 534. 

Ondieki's time was the 13th- 
fastest ever by a* woman but not 
the fastest of her career. She ran 
2:23:51 in winning an aJJ-women’s 
race at Osaka, Japan in 1988. 

Ondieki, who finished second 
to Waitz in 1985 and 1986 and 
was third last year behind Liz 
McCoigan of Scotland and Olga 
Markova of Russia, led virtually 
all the way Sunday and never was 
seriously challenged. 

Like Mtolo, it was a big payday 
for Ondieki, the wife of 1991 
world 5,000-metre champion 
Yobes Ondieki of Kenya. She 
earned the 20,000 first prize, a 
new car and $30,000 bonus 
money for smashing the course 
record. 


fl HEAR THE JUPGE 
THREW YOUR CA5E OUT, 
SwOF COURT.. 



NO, HE SAIP PQ&S - \ 
iJFRFN'T Al I OLl)F.P IN 


weren't allowed in 

v THE COURTROOM.. 




Andy Capp 




didn’t You 

ALWAYS SAY 
YOUR WIFE 
PICKED ON 
YOU AND 
NAGGED YOU.' 


YEH, BUT 
I MISS 
HER 

something 

AWFUL/ 

I’M 

LONESOME! 




FORECAST for THURSDAY MAtf'9, MM • 
Sy 7 homes S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter ftunfoajb 

JENERAL TENDENCIES: Ed- ^ bnt . be . 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: En- 
gage in wbat ever interests you 
, today ***** has to do with charm 
beauty, the romantic or lighter side 
of fife, art, music, culture and any 
like interest that wfll lift year 


ASSES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Arrange in the rooming tbe various 
pleasures that attract you in con- 
junction with partners and in die 
evening avoid trying to force yonr 
views on others, 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever win improve tbe quality 
or operative skill of your activities 
of a usual nature early is fine but 
later take care not to damage any 


GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
what you want to do of 
an jwi m wng nature and make pre- 
paration in the morning to enjoy 
bnt later see that cose involved is 
■not extravagant. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Put some additi o nal beau- 
ty or chaxm into your home early, 
then make a point to avoid any 
discussion with yonr family over 
such change. 

LEO: (July 22 to Angus' 21) Put 
yourself out to show special appre- 
ciation to routine allies as the day 
begin bnt later sidestep some issues 
that arise' of a contentious nature. 

VIRGO: (August 22' to September 
22) Yon can very much increase 
the value of any property or pos- 
sessions in tbe early part of the day 
but later don’t be extravagant in 
expenditures. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Look into die various means by 
which to gain your personal aims 


about upsetting another fa 
them in motion* ..-- 2 . '/ 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
ber 21) Consider we&vrtmyp^ 
.do to defirfit yonr attadmefa-' 
then pritoff any cfiscussRvrigg 
more pr opitiou s moment ashm 
could bnng friction. ' 

SAGITTARIUS: (November^ 
December 21) Consult 
friends for ways to have~ a 
harp"*”* at joint bobbie^ t 
bnt make sure yon do oMoijg . 
erase, get tired in the event 

CAPRICORN: (December^ 
January 20) Whatever yon 
mind of a worldly or public e* _ 
can be pot in motion by ywav ' 
charm m tbe daytime then ^f 
sue to relax on your tearcfc 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 tcrFfe 
ary 19) Good new tdeasanc 
spoations are excellent so «« 
daytime to develop them .bur , 
if you pursue too far in the eve 
you go far off wise track.:-' 
PISCES: (February 20 roll 
20) You can reach a newfac 
with an tateresting party i 

menesmade in speciJcthat 
'effort by yon. 

Today's riMhfr If your chad 
bom today she or he enjc 
highl y effective outlook dot s _ 
to see both sides of any site 
and states with franknesi ^ 
attitudes and observations ni 
heH gpng or going around aix 
This trait is accomplisbed wi 
any hint of personal critkfa-- 

“Tfie stare impel, they d 
compel " What you make oj. 
life is largely op to yooi. .V 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By HorrW 



“You always said flowers aren’t ~ 
masculine...solsent you a : - 
. - .bouquet.of weeds.” -- 



14 Fit to — 

15 Tolled 

16 Pimento 
Container? 

17 “On the — of 
the street" 

19 Taka up again 

20 Far from original 

21 AWfiams 

22 With gloom 

23 — ArtJOr, Mich- 

24 Refuge 

26 Electrified 
particles 

27 Scatters trastn 
29 Stetson 

32 Contributing 
element 

36 Garden tool 

37 Max. coin 

38 Permit 



Siw| 

■an mum 
mu aai 
■■ ail 
■ijRR il 

laSR| 

mum ang 
■n muum 
■■an J 
■ana a 

mum aag 

aiiaiin 
»■■■ an 

aua an 





nnrcn nnnon 
rannn nnrann pR; 
Rrtnn nnnnn M 
rannnnnnnnnrm- 
nnnn non 


nnntfi non , 
nnnmnn ‘',1 

nnnnn nnon 
nnnnn^rn raring 

Hnnn nnnn 

nnn nnnn 

nnn muni* 
nnnnn^mnnnnn 
nninn oRfnnn nu 
rinmni mrnnnn 



w. 1»VI» 

32 Flop 

Innmm 

;nrin 

S5 Formerly, once 
88 Weavers reed 

DOWN 

1 Ziti. e.g. 

2 Car maneuver 

3 Former Russ, 
trader 

4 Furnished 

34 Kind of safe 

35 Cruise 

37 Arafat's gp. 

38 Trouble 

40 Ptey opener 

42 Dryly ! 

humorous 

43 Mq, 

46 Appeals 

48 Atom 

48 Over 

50 Stick -on 

51 Proverb 
5SOfcfWfertf 

nomad 

B3Prarf«4 
5418 "Vim 

550aprf.«S 

S7MaWB«J\ 

toBofcro 

qrhsn - \ 

- — -j 
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M W. UCK 
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« .5^62 



I . V» 2 7 



1Z 5.40 


1 .272^ 


I2<.6* 


I ,272 s ' 


1 MTH 1 

3 MTHS 

JB 



12 MTH 


fa. ’8 fa.2S b.Zh 
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German finance minister plans Foreign 
welfare cuts to plug deficit 


BONN (R) — German Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel has said 
social assistance for foreign 
asylum-seekers would be slashed 
to help bridge the federal budget 
deficit. 

Mr. Waigel told the Bild Am 
Sonntag newspaper cutting pay- 
ments to refugees seeking asylum 
in Germany by a quarter would 
save one billion marks ($650 mil- 
lion) each year. 

Germany expects half a million 
asylum-seekers this year com- 
pared with 256,000 last year — an 
influx which has sparked anti- 
foreigner violence throughout the 
country. 

In the interview, Mr. Waigel 
said freezing some welfare -'be- 
nefits for Germans for several 
years would save another two 
billion marks ($1.30 billion). 

Mr. Waigel said earlier that 
expected tax increases to finance 
unification should be Bonn's last 
resort after all options for 
slashing government spending 
have been tried. 

In the interview, he said an 
increase in grants to university 
students scheduled for 1994 
would be delayed in another 
effort to cut the budget deficit, 
caused by falling tax revenues 
and rising spending in impover- 
ished east Germany. 

Mr. Waigel said public-sector 
wages should be increased by no 




Otto Lambsdorff 

more than the inflation rate over 
the next three years to save an 
estimated 30 billion marks ($19.5 
billion) by the end of 1995- 
“We are hoping for significant 
savings in wage costs," be said. 

The mass circulation daily Bild, 
quoting “confidential working 
papers" in the government, said 
Saturday Mr. Waigel wanted to 
raise contributions workers make 
for unemployment insurance as 
another way to trim the deficit. 

Mr. Waigel said Friday more 
money will have to be borrowed 
in 1993 if revenue turns out to be 
lower because of a slowdown in - 
west German economic growth. 

Until now, the government has 
been forecasting a 1993 budget 
deficit of 38 bilHon marks ($24.8 
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billion), compared with a pro- 
jected 40 billion marks ($26.1 
billion) this year. 

German liberal' leader Otto 
Lambsdorff, whose Free Demo- 
cratic Party is in coalition with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's Christ- 
ian Democrats, said Germany 
was already in recession. 

He also said his party would 
not agree under any circumst- 
ances to increases in taxes before 
1995. Mr. Kohl said last week 
that taxes would have to rise in 
1995 and hinted that increases 
might come even earlier, 

“If we are honest, we must say 
we are now in recession. Loss of 
growth means recession,” Mr. 
Lambsdorff, a former economics 
minister who is nb longer in 
cabinet, said on German radio. 

He was commenting on a re- 
port by Germany's five leading 
economic research institutes, 
which said west German gross 
national product (GNP) would 
grow by only 1.5 per cent in 1992 
and 03 per cent in 1993. 

Recession is an imprecise term 
which economists give to a sharp 
slow-down in the rate of growth. 
A classic definition is two con- 
secutive quarterly falls in sea- 
sonally adjusted real gross 
domestic product. 

In a separate interview with 
Handelsblatt newspaper, Mr. 
Lambsdorff said tax increases be- 
fore 1995 were totally out of the 
question. 


rise 70% * 

RABAT (R) — Foreign private 
investments in Morocco grew by 
70 per cent to the eauivaJenr of 
$271 million in the first half of 
this year, the Office des Changes 
exchange control bureau said in 
its latest report. 

The upsurge came after a slow- 
down last year due ro uncertain- 
ties in the aftermath of the Gulf 
war. 

It also followed the liberalisa- 
tion of investment codes which 
now allow 100 per cent foreign 
ownership of industrial enter- 
prises. The codes offer tax waiv- 
ers up to 10 years. 

The office said 72.3 per cent of 
total new investments of 2306 
million dirhams represented fresh 
capita] in foreign currencies. 

Spanish investments increased 
nearly five -fold to 645 million 
dirhams ($75 million) during the 
period compared to the first half 
of last" year. 

French investments, until now 
the leading source of foreign pri- 
vate capital, came second with 
539.5 million dirhams. 

They were followed in de- 
scending order by the United 
States, Switzerland, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Belgium and Luxemburg. 

The office gave no details of 
the sectors involved. 

In the past foreigners have 
favoured mainly the ready-made 
clothing, agro-industry, manufac- 
turing and textile sectors. 
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Currency strength 
lets France trim 
interest rates 


British Petroleum announces 
big oil find in Colombia 


BOGOTA, Colombia (R) — 
British Petroleum PLC (BP) has 
announced one of the biggest 
single oil finds in the western 
hemisphere in recent years, a 
discovery that could almost dou- 
ble Colombia’s oil exports. 

The company said tests indi- 
cated the Cusiana oilfield in the 
province of Casanare and a 
second surprise find nearby con-' 
tained two billion barrels of re- 
coverable reserves. 

International oil industry ex- 
perts said Cusiana is the largest 
oil discovery in the Americas 
since the giant Prudhoe Bay field 
was found in north slope of Alas- 
ka in 1969. 

BP said it was the company's 
biggest single discovery since foe 
giant Forties Field in the British 
North Sea in 1970. 

“It is a significant off discovery 
for Colombia. For Ecopetrol and 
for B.P.” B.P. exploration's man- 
aging director for Latin America, 
David Harding, told reporters in 
Bogota. 

Executives from the Col- 


ombian state oil company 
Ecopetrol were slightly more cau- 
tious, estimating the finds at ab- 
out 1.7 billion barrels. 

The Prudhoe Bay discovery in 
1969 was about 9.5 billion barrels 
of recoverable reserves. A figure 
later raised to 12 billion, a B.P. 
spokesman said in New York. 

The company's worldwide 
managing director for explora- 
tion, John Browne, said in a 
statement that B.P. envisaged 
producing up to 150,000 barrels 
per day of crude by the end of 
1995. 

That would almost double Col- 
ombia's oil exports and lift pro- 
duction near to 600,000 barrels 
per day — a sizeable figure, 
though still well behind the 2.1 
million barrels a day of Latin 
America's top producer Vene- 
zuela. 

B.P. said it would need to drill 
more exploration wells before it 
could say exactly bow big 
Cusiana and the nearby Cupiagua 
field were and how much it would 
cost to extract their oQ and gas. 


PARIS (R) — The French gov- 
ernment offered a ray of hope to 
the flagging economy Monday by 
catting its benchmark interest 
rate for the first time in more 
than a year. 

The Bank of France said it was 
taking advantage of a recovery in 
the franc and favourable inflation 
and balance-of-payments trends 
to reduce its money market in- 
tervention rate to 9.35 per cent 
from 9.60 per cent 

It also trimmed its other main 
lending rate, for five-co-10-day 
repurchase agreements, by a 
quarter-point to 10.25 per cent. 

With nearly three million peo- 
ple, or 10.3 per cent of the French 
workforce unemployed, the gov- 
ernment is counting on lower 
interest rates to give a shot in the 
arm to the economy ahead of 
next March’s parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

Finance Minister Michel Sapin 
said the cut. together with the 
steep drop in bond yields that has 
already occurred, would lead to 
lower borrowing costs for house- 
holds and businesses. 

“It wQl be favourable for con- 
sumption, investment and activ- 
ity/' he said of the drop in the 
intervention rate. “I welcome this 
decision, which has been made 
possible by the quality of our 
economy and the solidity of our 
currency.” 

Because money rates in Paris 
are still more than half a percen- 
tage point higher than those in 
Frankfurt, the franc held rock 
steady after tire cuts at 3.3925 
francs per mark. 

The stock market was closed 
for the AH Saints Day holiday but 
bonds rose slightly on the news. 

Monday’s moves followed a cut 
last Thursday in the five-to-10- 
day lending rate to 10.50 per 
cent. It had been raised to 13 per 
cent on Sept. 23 in a successful 
attempt to fend off an attack on 


the franc during Europe's curren- 
cy crisis. 

Not only have short-term rates 
since returned to normal, but 
France has recovered all the 160 
billion francs ($30.6 billion) in 
reserves it threw into the curren- 
cy battle, Mr. Sapin said. 

“Our currency is stable and 
dearly has the scope to rise in the 
European Exchange Rate 
Mechanism (ERM),” be said. 

He said the cut in the interven- 
tion rate — the first since Oct. 17, 
1991 — fitted in with a general 
trend in Europe. 

It was perfectly legitimate that 
France should join in this trend 
now that the franc had recovered 
its stability. 

Denmark followed France 
Monday, lopping 0.30 percentage, 
point off. its certificate of deposit 
rate. 

The general decline in Euro- 
pean rates has been made possi- 
ble by a modest relaxation in the 
monetary policy of the Bundes- 
bank, which sets the tone for 
rates for all members of the 
ERM. 

But with German inflation still 
too high for the Bundesbank's 
comfort, the German central 
bank has been sending strong 
signals to its European partners 
not to count on a further big drop 
in rates. 

Bundesbank board member 
Johann Wilhelm Gaddum said in 
a newspaper interview Sunday 
that he saw no room for an 
imminent cut. 

Mr. Gaddum, in an interview 
with the Berliner Morgenpost 
newspaper, said the German cen- 
tral bank was expecting further 
inflationary pressure through the 
increase in. the country's value- 
added-tax in January to 15 per 
cent from 14 per cent. 

“This is an environment in 
which no special easing exercises 
can be muniment,” he said. 


U.S. Eximbank 


hk gives 
to Asia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Export-Import (Exim) Bank has 
said it provided a record level of financial support for selling 
American products in Asia the past year. 

The total of $2.2 billion for fiscal 1992 was nearly four times that 
for 1991. It consisted of 21 outright loans totalling $461.3 million and 
21 guarantees of commercial bank loans totalling $1.42 billion, the 
announcement said. 

U.S. export credits also hit record levels in fiscal 1992 for India and 
China, of $934 million and $474.4 million, respectively, the bank 
said. 

Eximbank Chairman John Macomber said the figures mean there 
is a “U.S. export boom in Asia.” They also “demonstrate the 
competitiveness of U.S. products and services in a dynamic region 
that will provide valuable markets for U.S. exporters for years to 
come,” he said. 


Malaysia releases ‘prudent’ budget, reforms taxes 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysia's Finance Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim has called for 
lower spending in 1993 to check 
spiralling inflation and unveiled 
sweeping tax reforms as the eco- 
nomy heads for a sixth year of 
rapid growth. 

The stock market surged to a 
new all-time high, anticipating 
the budget would be bullish for 
the economy, which is forecast to 
grow 8.0 per cent in 1993, up 
from 8.5 per cent this year. 

Mr. Anwar announced a “pru- 
dent" budget calling for federal 


spending to be trimmed to 44.14 
billion ringgit ($17.65 billion) for 
1993, down 8.1 per cent from 
1992. 

Operating expenditure will fall 
to 32.29 billion ringgjt ($12.66 
billion), down 8.4 per cent from 
1992, and development spending 
down by 7.4 per cent to 11.85 
billion ($4.74 billion), Mr. Anwar 
told parliament. , 

The budget was designed to 
control inflation, increase effi- 
ciency of the private sector and 
“enhance the quality of life and 
national prestige,” he said. 


FOR RENT 

A deluxe spacious penthouse (roof), 3 bedrooms, in 
Sweifieh, behind the Catholic Church. 

For further Information, please call 791161 
Ext Abu Ramzi, after 2 p.m. 




“It is on the whole a somewhat 
tighter budget than last year,” 
San joy Chowdhury, chief eco- 
nomist for Asia-Pacific for Mer- 
rill Lynch, told Reuters. 

“It is going to be okay as they 
ease monetary policy gradually 
over the next 12 to 18 months," 
he said, adding that the stage was 
set for a cut in interest rates soon. 

The minister slashed corporate 
taxes by one percentage point to 
34 per cent, abolished the two- 
per cent development tax, and 
lowered the personal income tax 
bracket. 

He widened the five-per cent 
services taxes to include the tele- 
communications sector and real 
estate firms. 

He cot or abolished import 
duties on 600 items but doubled 


excise duties on cigarettes and 
raised excise and import duties orf 
liquor by a total 45 per cent. 

“Smoking and consumption of 
alcohol are bad for health,” he 
said. 

He stopped short of introduc- 
ing a value-added tax (VAT) but 
instead proposed integrating the 
existing sales and service tax 
structure into a single broad- 
based tax on consumption known 
as sales and service tax (SST). 

Merrill’s Chowdhury said the 
SST was a good move as it was a 
prelude to a VAT. 

To check inflation which has 
climbed to 4.6 per cent this year, 
Mr. Anwar announced a 300 mil- 
lion ringgjt ($120 million) fond to 
help ease the shortage of food 
supplies. 


FLAT FOR RENT 


Centrally located in Sweifieh, second floor in 
a vif'3 of 2 floors only. 3 bedrooms with 
cupboards, spacious area, salon, sitting 
room, dining room, 4 bathrooms, watching 
room, maid room telephone and garage. 

Sf interested, call: 810362 


Semi-Vla For Rent 

Area: 288m 2 . Three bedrooms, study, sitting room, living 
room and dining room, kitchen fully equipped with all 
electrical appliances, two bathrooms and three verandas. 
Garden, garage, central heating and telephone. 
Location: 7th Circle. Behind Al Waha Stores 
Telephone: 823286, 812894 between 4-9 pjn. 


Furnished Garden Flat For Rent 
Near 5th Circle 


2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, sitting room, dining 
room, modem kitchen with American appliances 
(fridge, cooker, and washing machine). Fully 
carpeted, centrally heated, colour TV, vacuum 
cleaner. Own entrance, telephone, garage, and 
garden. 

Call 673166/688370 



PLEASE CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY 
CONSULTANTS Tel: 829882/829883 


Gar For Sato (Duty Unpaid) 


1. Mitsubishi Pajero 1988, 5 manual trans, 4 cylinders, 4 doors 
A/C., P/S., C/Lock 49000 km. Excellent condition. 

2. One fully furnished bedroom, studio with telephone in Um 
Uthaina, 5th Circle. 

3. Two bedroom-apartment, folly furnished in Tld’a Al AIL 
For more information; 

Pis. call 654071 from 8:00 ajttSM pm. 
and 6:00-10.-00 pjti. 677788 


; ; I LI 4 * 7.1 J .1 ; « i ; VI- 4 v 1 4 1 v L 


3 bedrooms including a master one, sitting, dining 
and living room (L-shaped) kitchen with all utensils. 
Separate central heating, telephone. Total area 
250m 2 . 

Located: West Shmeisani. The rent is based on 
yearly or half yearly basis. 

For more details please contact 669753 
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Clinton maintains narrow lead; 


Pe®t hunts California votes 


NEW YORK (AP) — As Bill 
Clinton and George Bush battled 
across America's recession- 
scarred heartland, the front- 
running Democrat asked sup- 
porters to “fight on" the day 
before elections and the president 
attacked his rival as being unfit to 
lead. 

Independent candidate Ross 
Perot, who campaigned in Cali- 
fornia Sunday, unveiled a 30- 
minute television commercial 
that attacked both his rivals as 
failures on economic leadership. 

In one of the latest polls before 
Tuesday’s elections,” Mr. Clin- 
ton led Mr. Bush by five points in 
ABC s daily survey and was 
ahead by eight in CNN/USA To- 
day's tracking poll. Mr. Perot was 
a distant third in both. 

There was more encourage- 
ment for the Democrats in a spate 
of single- state surveys that gave 
Mr. Clinton a comfortable edge 
in Missouri, a key battleground, 
and showed the Republican presi- 
dent with unexpectedly slender 
leads in traditional base Republi- 
can states such as Indiana, South 
Carolina and Virginia. 

Mr. Bush’s rhetoric grew shar-. 
per Sunday as the poll tidings 
grew dimmer. 

“Slick Willie,” he s?id of his 
Democratic opponent in Auburn 
Hills, Mich., “he is .bobbing and 
weaving and you can't do that as 
president." 

Mr. Clinton, struggling to re- 
gain his voice after a string of 
long days, said the election was a 
choice between “those who say 
things are fine and those of us 
who believe we can do better.” 

' Far more than the White 
House was at stake in a year of 
unbridled voter anger at incum- 
bents of both parties, as evi- 
denced by the 14 states with 
congressional term limitation me- 
asures on the ballot. 

Republicans all but conceded 
Democrats would renew their 
majorities in the Senate and the 
House Tuesday, although an un- 
usually large number of races 
appeared dose in the final two 
days of the campaign. Candidates 
in a dozen gubernatorial races 
were sweating out the final hours 
of their races, as well. 

Mr. Clinton’s pace was 
punishing — a mid-morning start 
after getting to his hotel room at 
4:30 a.m., with plans for a final 
29-bour campaign spurt begin- 



IK-r 

U.s. presidential Democratic candidate Bifl Cfinton in Georgia for a campaign rally the school’s 
greets the crowd gathered at Decatur H ig h School football field. (AFP photo) 


ning Monday. But he seemed 
buoyed after a minister delivered 
a prayerful word of support at the 
Tryed Stone Baptist Church in 
Cincinnati and the choir sang the 
hymn: *‘1 don’t believe he 
brought me this far to leave me.” 

The states where Mr. Clinton 
and Mr. Bush were campaigning 
in the final 48 hours of their race , 
bore the scars of the recent reces- 
sion: Unemployment in Michigan 
was 8.8 per cent in September; 
New Jersey 9 per cent; Ohio 7.1 
per cent; Pennsylvania 7.6 per* 
cent; Connecticut 6.9 per cent. 

Mr. Bush has frequently attri- 
buted his political difficulties this 
year to the economy, and says 
economic growth has resumed 
after the recession, although 
slowly. Asked in a CNN inter- 
view what be would say to those 
who supported him in 1988 b-: 
now seem in Mr. Clinton's col- 
umn, he replied: 

“I’d say the economy is getting 
better. Don’t listen to those whe 
say we're in a recession. Look at 
the character issue, look at the 
trust issue.” . 

He said Mr. Clinton’s brand of 
economics would produce a repli- 
ca of the Jimmy Carter years: 
“Interest rates up at 21 per cent, 
inflation at 15...he would not be 


good for the country.” 

In the CNN interview, Mr. 
Bush also criticised Iran -contra 
prosecutor Lawrence Walsh, 
whose indictment of former De- 
fence Secretary Caspar Weinber- 
ger Friday included statements 
that appeared to contradict Mr. 
Bush’s previous comments about 
die Iran-contra arms-for-hostages 
scandal. 

Asked if he would fire the 


independent prosecutor if he wins 
re-election, the president said, “I 


am not going to discuss what I'll 
do about that." 

His voice nearly gone, Mr. 
Clinton limited himself to a few 
words at a Tailgate Party in the 
parking lot outside Cincinnati's 
riverfront stadium. “Fight on. 
Don’t give up. Go." 

Meanwhile, Santa Clara, 
Calif., at the end of the presiden- 
tial campaign, the businessman 


Mr. Perot told reporters after a 
rally Sunday night. 

On Saturday he shot at Mr. 
Bush; on Sunday it was Clinton. 

“If you look at every single 
factor in his 12 years in Arkansas, 
you’ll realise that when you're at 
the bottom of everything, ibere's 
no place to go but up,” Mr. Perot 
said of the Arkansas governor. 

He also jibed at Mr. Clinton's 
confession that he once smoked 
marijuana as a college student, 
saying, “do you believe that it’s 
appropriate to have senior gov- 
ernment officials who have used 
drags?" 


became a po’itinan. 


Mr. Perot went negative on a 
four-city tour lha-. ended Sunday 
ui Silicon Valley. He blasted Mr. 
Clinton's qualifications to lead 
the country and President Bush’s 
icuord on both domestic and 
fo-si^n policy mailers. 

He planned r.ie final rally in 
his hometown of Dallas. 

“* to keep it balanced." 


Asked later if he was specifical- 
ly targeting Mr. Clinton, Mr. 
Perot told reporters. “I’ll let you 
all figure that out." 

Mr. Perot said the nation had 
“paid a tremendous price for 
George Bush's mistakes." 

Mr. Perot's escalating attacks 
on die campaign trail over the 
weekend were matched in his TV 


campaign. 

“You've got the chicken man 
and the potato chip man, and 
you've got me,” Mr. Perot told 
voters in a half-hour TV commer- 
cial Sunday night, “deep voodoo, 
chicken feathers and the Amer- 
ican dream.” 
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BELGRADE (Agencies) — Bos- 
nian Serb representatives will pull 
out of the Geneva peace talks 
until their basic demands are 
accepted, die parliament of the 
self-declared Bosnian Serb Re- 
public decided Monday. 

Tan jug News Agency said the 
Serbs were demanding recogni- 
tion of the existence of their 
republic, declared in areas of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina they con- 
trol. 

They also wanted the right of 
Serbs in Bosnia to self- 
determination to be accepted as a 
basis for negotiations in Geneva. 

Tan jug said the parliament 
viewed last week’s proposal for 
the constitutional future of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina presented 
by Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, 
co-chairmen of the Geneva talks, 
as far from an agreement reached 
in Lisbon last June. 

This proposed a republic based 
on three constituent units repre- 
senting its Muslim, Serb and 
Croat communities, which was 
broadly acceptable to the Serbs 
but not to the Muslims who de- 
mand a unitary state. 
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The Vance-Owen document 
floated the compromise idea of 
up to 10 regions divided on eco- 
nomic rather than ethnic lines. 

But the Serbs did not accept 
this even as a basis for further 
discussion, Tanjug said, and man- 
dated its delegation in Geneva to 
inform Vance and Owen of this. 

It added that the delegates 
would continue to participate in 
other working groups. 

• Meanwhile U.N. officials Mon- 
day launched a massive relief 
effort for a new wave of Bosnian 
refugees and complained that all 
sides were hindering the effort to 
save lives. 


-“Nobody is condemned to 
death this winter if there is a little 
bit of cooperation from the war- 
ring sides,” said Jose Maria Men- 
diluce, special representative of 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR). “If it con- 

' tin ues this way. there will be 
many, many casualties this win- 
ter.” 

Sarajevo was relatively calm 
Monday, but Sarajevo Radio re- 
ported heavy fighting between 
.Serb and Bosnian government 
forces north of the besieged capit- 
al. 

UNHCR Monday began fer- 
rying thousands of blankets, 
tents, stoves i mattresses, food 
'and winter clothing south from 
Zagreb, the Croatian capital, to 
the Abriatic port of Split. 


From there they will be sent 
overland 130 kilometres north- 
east to Travnik, a Bosnian town 
where thousands of refugees are 
congregating after the fall of 
nearby Jajoe to Serb forces. 

Mr. Mendiluce said UNHCR 
buses were dispersing refugees to 
families in the Travnik area, that 
20.000 people had found refuge. 
However, another 1,500 spent 
the first night of November with- 
out shelter. 

Mr. Mendiluce said those arriv- 
ing in Travnik apparently were 
not only from Jajce, but that 
residents were being forced by 
Serb units out of nearby areas as 
well. 

Aid officials have said hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
could die in Bosnia this winter for 
lack of medicine, food and shel- 
ter. 

They complained bitterly Mon- 
day that their efforts to save Hves 
throughout Bosnia were being 
hindered by the warring factions. 

Mr. Mendiluce cited the ex- 
perience of one recent convoy on 
a crucial road from the south- 
western town of Mostar to 
Sarajevo. 

Croat forces held it up for 10 
days despite an earlier agreement 
to let it pass, he said. He said that 
after h finally began moving, it 
came under what appeared to be 
deliberate Serb shelling. 

When it reached territory con- 
trolled by the Muslim-led Bos- 
nian government, it was diverted 
to mountainous secondary roads. 
That further delayed delivery and 
resulted in an accident that des- 
troyed a truck and injured a 
driver, he said. 

Mr. Mendiluce said fighters at 
each checkpoint appear to feel a 
need to demonstrate their author- 
ity by searching for contradand. 

“How can they say we are 
carrying hand grenades? How can 
they make such accusations? It is 
just to show their authority,” he 
said. “We should not be stopped. 
We should not be subjected to 
stupid accusations that do not 
have any basis whatsoever.” 

The U.N.’s commander for 
Bosnia, French Gen. Phihppe 
Morillon said be was continuing 
his efforts to calm Sarajevo, 
where heavy weekend fighting 
broke weeks of relative peace. 
He said he would present a plan 
to demilitarise Sarajevo to both 
sides Wednesday. 

Towns north and east of 
Sarajevo — Olovo. Srebrenica. 
Gradacac, TuzJa and Brcko — - all 
were facing heavy clashes, 
Sarajevo Radio reported. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bonn seeking cheaper fighter jet 


BONN (R) — Germany said Monday it was striving for 
agreement with three European partners to develop a cheaper 
ve reion of the European Fighter Aircraft (EFA) and hoped to 
bring in other countries to share the cost. The German govern- 
ment was responding to weekend news reports that it was now 
wiling to accept a lower-budget EFA and would not try to 
convince its partners to give up the four-nation programme for a 
new plane. Defence Minister Volker Ruebe wanted to develop a 
cheaper EFA more in tune with the end of the cold war military 
threat, a ministry spokesman said. 


Liberian archbishop blasts Taylor 


MONROVIA, Liberia (AP) — The Archbishop of Monrovia 
Monday blamed rebel leader Charles Taylor for the slayings of 
five American nuns and appealed for the return of their bodies. 
Archbishop Michael Francis spoke at a requiem mass an hour 
after a rocket exploded into a house in the capital, which residents 
said killed at least five people. The archbishop prayed that the 
murders would bring the guerrilla leader to his senses and end the 
siege on Monrovia. “We ask that the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia and its leader to retrieve the bodies so that no matter what 
condition, they can be buried, for we hold Mr. Taylor and the 
National Patriotic Front responsible, directly or indirectly, 
consciously or not, for the deaths of those five nuns,” he said from 
the pulpit. Attending the service in Sacred Heart Cathedral were 
about 20 Roman Catholic sisters, mainly foreigners, many of 
them crying. “We appeal to those who can appeal to them.” he 
added, and the entire congregation turned toward the American 
charge d'affaires. William Twadali. The U.S. embassy has acted 
as an intermediary in negotiations with Mr. Taylor in the past. 
Mr. Taylor says that the Gardnereville area where the nuns were 
killed is no man's land. 


Burmese troops overrun rebel camp 


BANGKOK (AP) — Burmese soldiers have overran an impor- 
tant ethnic rebel base and trading post near the Thai border after 
several days of fierce fighting, an insurgent spokesman said 
Monday. More than 1,000 Burmese troops launched attacks last 
week against Maw Pha Su Camp, a key outpost of the Karen 
National Union opposite Thailand's Tak province, 370 kilometres 
(230 miles) northwest of Bangkok. Some reports said the camp 
fell Saturday, but the spokesman said he could not confirm the 
day because communications with the area were difficult. The 
fighting earlier forced several hundred villagers to flee across the 
border into Thailand. “The army used 81mm mortars and 120mm 
mortars in its attack on Maw Pha Su, which is about 10 kilometres 
northwest of a bigger Karen stronghold at Kawmoora,” said the 
spokesman, who declined to give his name. "We retreated since it 
is not our main stronghold.” 


Seoul to proceed with exercises 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korea said Monday it will proceed with 
plans to hold joint military exercises with the United States this 
week despite rival North Korea’s threat to cut off dialogue. South 
Korea's stand, spelled out in a telephone message from the prime 
minister to his North Korean counterpart, was expected to further 
anger the Communist government in Pyongyang. “I urge your 
side to retract the irrational demand and hold scheduled 
South-North talks as agreed with our side," South Korean Prime 
Minister Hyun Soong-Jong said in the message. Mr. Hyun was 
referring to a North Korean threat to cut off all inter-Korea 
dialogue unless South Korea cancels plans to hold joint military' 
exercises with the United States this week. He said it was 
preposterous to demand a hah to even defensive military 
exercises in South Korea's rear area. He said similar exercises are 
routine in other countries. 


Heavy fighting reported in Luanda 
after ceasefire breaks down 


LISBON (R) — Heavy fighting 
broke out between the ruling 
MPLA and the former rebel 
movement UNITA in the Ango- 
lan capital Luanda Monday, 
boars after a U.N. -brokered 
ceasefire was due to take effect. 

Eyewitnesses and journalists in 
the city said many soldiers and 
civilians had been reported lol- 
led. 


A correspondent for Portugal's 
TSF Radio said two senior UN- 
ITA' leaders had been killed and 
gunfire was echoing constantly 
round Luanda. - 

He quoted Angolan State 
Radio as saying hundreds of 
bodies were littering one of Luan- 
da’s main hospitals and urging 
medical staff to report to work 
immediately. 

. The correspondent quoted 
police sources as saying National 
Union for Total Indepenence of 
Angola’s (UNITA) Vice- 
President Jeremias Chi tun da and 
the former rebel movement’s top 
military representative in Luan- 
da, Elias Salopeto Pena, had 
been killed during an attempt to . 
escape from the city. 

TSF reported that Abel Chryu- 
kuvuku, the of UNIT A' s Foreign 
Affairs Department, had been 
seriously wounded and was in a 
Luanda hospital. 

The radio earlier reported that 
Mr. Quvukuvuku and General 
Arlindo Chenda Pena “Ben 
Ben," UNITA’s military chief of 
staff, had apparently escaped 
from Luanda. 

UNITA Radio, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 


poration (BBC), said Gen. Chen- 
da Pena, Mr. Chrvukuvuku and 
Mr. Salopeto Pena were “exercis- 
ing their party duties normally.” 
It made no mention of Mr. Gri- 

tonda. 

In Johannesburg, South Afri- 
can Broadcasting- Corporation 
Radio quoted Pretoria’s military 
attache in Luanda as saying 

Angolan government troops had 
attacked UNITA positions in the 
city around 5 a.m. (0400 GMT). 

The attache, Johan Smith, was 
quoted as saying many soldiers 
civ ilians had been reported 
lolled. 


Mr. Smith said UNITA leader 
Jonas Savimbf s house in Luanda 
had been attacked by tanks. 
Candida Pinto, a correspon- 


dent for Portugal’s SIC Teb 
sion, said a’ tetecommunicatiaiis 
centre near her hotel in Luanda 
was being attacked by artillery 
and everyone in the hotel had 
taken refuge in the cellar. 

The United Nations announced 
just after midnight that it had 
brokered a ceasefire between the 
MPLA and UNITA to end three 
days of heavy fighting between 
the two sides in Luanda and 
several weeks of clashes else- 
where in the country. 

But TSF and the Portuguese, 
News Agency (LUSA) both re- 
ported continuing heavy gunfire 
in central T-nawria after the dead- 
line. 

“The firing has practically not 
stopped," said TSF correspon- 
dent Dario Dos Santos, who re- 
ported frequent heavy artillery 
and smalt-arms fire. 


UNITA and the rating MPLA 
(popular Movement for the Li- 
beration of Angola) signed a 
peace agreement m May last year 
16 years of civil war. 

But tension mounted after the 
former rebel movement rejected 
the MPLA’s .victory in U-N-- 
supervised elections at the mid of 
September and began seizing 
towns in the interior. 

Full-scale hostilities resumed 
after UNITA staged a pre-dawn 
uttydc on Luanda Airport Friday 
and virtually every province in 
the country has been affected by 
fighting. 

A government police comman- 
der in contacted by TSF 

by telephone from Lisbon said he 
bad not received azry enters to 
observe a ceasefire. . 

“Here at Police Headquarters 
we do not yet have this brder (to 
ceasefire). The Police Headquar- 
ters, like everyone else, heard 
our media saying that tins agree- 
ment had been signed. But we 
don't know who signed it,” the 
commander said: 

“We are defending ourselves. 
If nobody attacks us, we do not 
have orders to attack anybody,” 
added the officer, identified as 
Commander Kifufo, the police 
representative on the commission 
overseeing implementation of the 
peace accords. 

Antonio Monteiro, Portugal's- 
representative in a commission of 
MPLA and UNITA officials and 
Portuguese, U.S. and Russian 
observers monitoring imple- 
mentation of the peace accords, 
said he was still hopeful the truce 
could be imposed. 


Yeltsin declares emergency in South 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin declared a state of 
emergency Monday in two south- 
ern Russian regions where dozens 
of people were reported killed in 
weekend fighting. 

A presidential spokesman said 
Mr. Yeltsin signed a decree intro- 
ducing the emergency from two 
p.m. (1100 GMT) Monday for 
one month in North Ossetia and 
Ingushetia. 

He named Deputy Prime 
Minister Georgy Khizha as head 
of a special temporary adminis- 
tration in the two areas, scene of 
the worst ethnic unrest to hit 
Russia since the Soviet Union 
broke up last year. 

Mr. Khizha, who chaired 
weekend peace talks between 
Ossetians and Ingnshis, was 
noted by ITAR-TASS News 
;ency as saying order had been 
restored. 


been killed in past three days and 
Russian Television spoke of “un- 
believable atrocities 

TASS said reinforcements of 
Interior Ministry Troops with ex- 
perience in ethnic trouble spots 
were still arriving. Five Ossetian 
soldiers were being held hostage 
in the Ingush town of Nazran, it 
added. 

The state of emergency and 
dispatch of troops, with orders to 
disarm rival factions by force if neces- 
sary, highlighted Mr. Yeltsin's con- 
cern at the explosion of violent tmrest 
in Russia. 


But a spokesman for Russian 
Interior Ministry Forces said 
dashes were continuing, despite a 
ceasefire agreed Sunday and the 
presence of several thousand 
crack troops flown in by Moscow. 

Reinforcements were on their 
way, TASS said. 

TASS said fighting had raged 
during the night near Vladikav- 
kaz, the North Ossetian capital 
which has a population of 
300,000, and there were dead and 
wounded on both sides. 

It said the Russian forces sent 
to the region had come under 
attack several times and opened 
fire in response. Three cadets 
from a military academy in Vladi- 
kavkaz had been killed in “pro- 
vocative attacks” and nine were 
wounded. 

News agencies say dozens have 


The Caucasus is a tmderbox of 
dozens of peoples divided by trib- 
al rivalries and criss-crossed by 
often arbitrary borders. 

Ingusbis, who were deported to 
Central Asia by Josef Stalin for 
alleged wartime cooperation with 
tiie Nazis, have territorial claims 
on part of North Ossetia which 
was taken from them by the 
Soviet dictator. 

Unrest in North Ossetia, a re- 
gion of 600,000 people, could 
send violent shockwaves through 
the rest of the Cancansns. where 
multiple ethnic conflicts are 
already raging. It could also in- 
crease the flow of refugees into 
southern Russia. 

ITAR-TASS said Mr. Khizha 
had accused neighbouring Chech- 
nya, which declared nominal in- 
dependence from Russia test 
year, of^ whipping up tension in 
tiie region. 

It also said North Ossetian 
troops sent as peacekeepers, ear- 
lier this year to quell unrest in 
South Ossetia, a rebel region of 
Georgia, were pulling out and 
transferring to the new conflict 


zone. 


TASS reported a serious 
escalation in tension in Georgia, 
where it said Georgian Armed 
Forces had seized a major 
amm unitions warehouse from the 
Russian army after taking five 
soldiers hostage Sunday night. 

It said Russian military sources 
had pledged to use all methods, 
including force, to get the 
ammunition back, and there were 
signs troops there had been put 
on increased alert. 

Further west in Abkhazia, a 
second breakaway region of 
Georgia where fighting Iras raged 
for more than two months be- 
tween separatists and govern- 
ment forces, TASS said two peo- 
ple had been killed overnight in 
the regional capital Sukh umi. 

It quoted the Georgian military 
command as saying shells fired by 
Abkhazian forces, exploded near 
a bus stop, wounding 13 people of 
whom two died later in hospital. 

Further south, Armenians 
staged a huge demonstration in 
the capital Yerevan Sunday to 
demand cheaper bread and high- 
er pensions and wages, the Rus- 
sian News Agency (RIA) said. 

It said 400,000 people took to 
the streets of the capital in the 
latest of several demonstra ti ons 
over food prices. 

A stick of bread costs 36 rou- 
bles in Yerevan — only nine U.S. 
cents at the official rate, but high 
in relation to monthly pensions 
which start as low as 1,200 rou- 
bles ($3). 

RIA quoted a government 
minister, Gagik Shakhbazyan, as 
saying on television that thie latest 
rise in prices had been triggered 
by the higher cost of energy 
imported from Russia. 


Russian speaker strikes conciliatory tone 


ST. PETERSBURG. Russia 
(AP) — Russia's parliament 
speaker tried to soothe relations 
with President Boris Yeltsin, 
saying he never had a personal 
army and regretted a dispute over 
the newspaper Izvestia. 

However, Ruslan Khasbula- 
tov’s comments may not be 
enough to defuse a struggle be- 
tween Mr. Yeltsin and hardliners 
based in the parliament. Mr. 
Khasbulatov in the past has 
attacked Mr. Yeltsin, then retre- 
ated only to attack again. 

Mr. Yeltsin last week began an 
offensive against the hardliners 


and their intention to roll back his 
reforms reforms and oust the 
government of Acting Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar during a 
parliament session set for Dec. 1. 

Using decrees and speeches, 
Mr. Yeltsin’s team has tried to 
deflate the opponents and delay 
the session. In one decree, he 
ordered the disbanding of a 
5,000-man legislative police that 
said it took orders only from Mr. 
■Khasbulatov. 

But Mr. Khasbulatov, speaking 
to reporters during a visit to 
Russia’s second largest city, said 
be didn’t know he was the com- 


mander of tiie force until reading 
newspapers last week that alleged 
it was his “personal army." 

“To my surprise I learned that 
I was commander in chief of 
5,000 people,” said Mr. Khas ba- 
te tov. He had been hospitalised 
for a week until last Thursday 
after suffering what doctors cal- 
led acute high pressure. 

“While I was in the hospital, I 
suddenly found out that even the 
guards at (the Commonwealth 
Television Station) have a rela- 
tionship with the security Depart- 
ment of the Supreme Soviet,” he 


French firm re- exported blood 
without testing for AIDS 


virus 


PARIS (AP) — A major French 
immunological firm exported 
blood products in 1985 for use by 
hemophiliacs without ridding 
them of any AIDS-causing virus 
that may have contaminated - 
them , according to a French 
newspaper report. 


The exports took place at a 
time when France's National 
Blood Bank knowingly used con- 
taminated blood for transfusions 
that teft_ 1,200 hemophiliacs in- 
fected with the virus that gm«ics 
AIDS, and nearly 300 dead. 

The Merieux Institute, a Lyon 
firm manufactures! vaccines «««< 
other immunological products, 
exported some 55 minion blood 
products for hemophiliacs in the 
1980s to Argentina, Greece, Ita- 
ly, Portugal, West Germany, 


North Africa and the Middle 
East, the newspaper Le Monde 
reported in its weekend edition. 

The institute used primary 
materials, mostly imported from 
tbe United States, without testing 
them for AIDS or treating them 
to remove possible contamination 
by the HIV virus that causes 
AIDs, and with the knowledge of 
the Health Ministry, Le Monde 
said. 

In 1985 alone tiie institute ex- 
ported 3.2 million .non- treated 
blood products, even as it was 
exploring the possibility of 
cteansiiig blood samples through 
healing, tiie newspaper said. 

. Merieux did not subsc- 
quentiy adopt beat treatment of 
Wood imports, the paper said. 

The paper did not dahn that 
any of the products tiie Merieux 


Institute used in fact were con- 
taminated, but suggested tiie Sim 
was grievously negligent in not 
finding out. 


Le Monde did not give any 
south* for its report, thouzh it 
smd the bead of the fom/Sain 
the facts. 

In 1985, serological processes 
were tic* carried out concerning 
the AIDS virus on nou-beated 


— - * wu aiuu-neaiea 

material,” the paper quoted Mr. 
Meneux as saying. “In hmdaefat. 
we mav have been * Km!. 


in DmaaEtiL 

wemay ha ve been a tittle slowfe 
rating a decision.” 


Health Minister Bernard 
contacted in New 
*** Fre och News Agency 
(AFP), expressed his 

tion- at Mr. Merietn’s repotted 
“cavities, but said he was not 

surprised. 



Largest Doo 
church tod 


SEOUL (AP) 


gised to the natiaxr 
said it would tfo' 
prophecy that the 
end failed toinateriafiseU 
sorry for c r ea ting 
nation and the 
dies by mhanterpreting 
Me,” said a statement 
mission for the 
Church released 
papers. The cfarath had pr« 
that tbe beginning of the* 
the world wendd occur cm 0 
and that seven years of p\ 
would follow. It sakl pap; 
faithful would be saved m ^ 
nomenon known as. flier # , 
— tbe ascent to heaven^ 
church will disband andl^' 
pie . who belong to esteft 
churches go bade to thar« 
places of worship,” tbestafi' 
said. “If there are people * 
choose to stay with us, /* 
pray with them for dteeoqi ' 
Jesus Christ,” ; 





Sinead says 
Catholic Church;-^ 

is 'anti-Christian 1 


NEW YORK (AP) —Irish I 
Sinead O’Connor defended 
ing.- np-a picture of the;; 
saying in an interview Hi,. 
Catholic Church is “resjSJ-'. 
for all the destruction wtf 1 
tbe world today." She tojrj 
magazine she consicfeif.; 
church to be the root of 
“Yes, I am saying tha^. 
O’Connor, who edited itf ■ 
considers herself a Christ 
consider tbe Vatican- toj£- 
Christian because in theijif 
Christianity they comirnt^- 
Christian acts. “They bless 
bombs that went into Eft ' 
They gave permission-^" 
Irish people to be starved* • 
are responsible for a 
destruction we see in (fcfc. - 
today." The singer was- 1 
viewed for the Nov. 9 or 
Time, excerpts of whiefe 
released to the media bel 
went on newsstands 
has been under fire 
up a picture of the 
television show 
Live a month ago. She wa&3 
off tbe stage at New York's^ 


• * 
i - 
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son Square Garden sbortlj 


after at a concert in Bob 
honour. She condemns ' 
Catholic Church for “tbe d ” 
thm of entire races of peqf- -■ 
the subsequent existed 
domestic and child abuse |i 
country they went into.” H - 
er, O’Connor said “I do t 
in God and in what Tm trt 
do.” ■: 


-r r rf* 4 


Hair cutting end| 
ban onrockgroiijr 




KUALA LUMPUR (AP)^>- 
gers from two rock groajfe ■, 
ned from Malaysian radio 
television because of lo 0 |- . 
received a public bafonttij* > 
information mmister, syn%- 
ly ending tbe ban. TWjfc> 
Affairs Ministry had o?. 


long-haired peifonnert-*^ 
radio and television in Febi-." 


but the rock bios Sean*'” 
Wings had held out, 
feared losing their idestitie^ 
their fans. But with boo ~ J 
de clining , they 
cuts. On the television JWJ 
me Good Morning, U® 
male singers named Am 
Search and Awi of Wings 1 
seated their groups fix’ 
cut by Information Mo 
Mohammad RahmaL Ms 
mad Rahmat said the Majf 
government was trying 
ote healthy values.” Mw 
ign rock groups, he add*** 
enced the young to bebsfg--,. 
“uncivilised manner." S^. 
eraments in the 
eration also have 
groups from bolding 
members sported sW* 
lengths hair. Two of * 
three television stations 
ed by the Information 
Most shares of the 
are owned by the _ 
tion parties. All radio 
owned by the 
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Feathers fty as v| 
budgies blown uf 


WELLINGTON <R) v] 
will appear in a New ZV 
court Tuesday accused 
up three budgies with fin" 
during a borgjary. Polk* 
the bnrjdary 


\ 


the remains' of tiie dismcr\,- 
birds after being called 
gate the break-in at aJJ( * 
Hastings in central NeWSy 
Police said the 20-ye®#^ 4 : 
who faces charges of cgJV' 
burglary, had attached raft':* 
ers to the hapless budgPv*. 
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